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Publisher's  Note 


"  Those  who  kill  their  conscience,  enter  into 
the  helish  Lokas  of  the  Asuras  which  are 
perpetually  enshrouded  by  the  darkness 

—  Yajurveda  (  40/3  ) 


The  Vedic  rationale  had  deeply  infused  the  brave 
sons  and  daughters  of  Mother  India,  who  took  up  the 
call  of  their  conscience  to  wage  the  war  of 

Independence  against  the  British  rule  in  India. 

Under  the  soul  -  stirring  leadership  of  Netaji 
Subhas  Chandra  Bose,  the  Indian  National  Army 
smashed  all  the  barriers  of  religion,  caste  and  creed 
and  launched  a  frontal  attack  on  the  foreign 
domination  as  an  integrated  force. 


Col.  Naranjan  Singh  Gill,  who  happened  to  be 
one  of  the  front  -  line  soldiers  of  the  I  N  A,  provides 
a  first-hand  account  of  the  saga  in  his  volume 
entitled  ,  "  Story  of  the  INA" 


We  are  sure  the  gripping  narration  will 
inculcate  the  feeling  of  national  pride  and  a  sense 
of  gratitude  in  the  younger  generation. 
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Chapter ~  1 

Introduction 


Time  -  0300  hrs.  Dated  -  8.12.1942.  Place  - 
Singapore 


There  was  a  knock  at  my  door.  I  opened  it.  In 
walked  half  a  dozen  armed  Japanese  soldiers.  The 
Commander  of  the  group  asked  me  to  get  ready 
and  accompany  him.  As  I  went  into  the  bathroom, 
two  of  them  as  well  walked  in  so  that  I  was  not  left 
alone. 

In  the  commotion,  Mohan  Singh,  the  then 
Commander  of  the  Indian  National  Army,  who  was 
sleeping  next  door,  woke  up  and  came  into  my 
room.  The  Commander  to  the  Japanese  group 
immediately  ordered  us  to  talk  in  English  only. 
And  when  Mohan  Singh  wanted  to  accompany  me, 
he  took  us  down  and-  seated  us  at  the  back  of  a 
car  with  himself  in  between.  In  no  time  we  were 
taken  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Japanese  Secret 
Police,  known  as  Kemptai ,  as  Gestapo  in  Hitler's 
Germany,  and  separated,  not  to  meet  again  till 
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early  1946  at  the  Red  Fort,  Delhi,  where  we  both 
were  imprisoned  by  the  British  at  the  end  of  the 
last  World  War. 

1  was  taken  into  a  room  where  my  main 
turban,  small  turban  and  stockings  were  taken 
away  (  because  as  I  learnt  late  these  articles  could 
be  used  to  commit  suicide  )  as  well  as  my  watch, 
ring  and  shoes,  leaving  me  with  my  shirt  and 
shorts.  (  Here  I  must  pay  tribute  to  Kemptai's 
efficiency,  merciless  though  it  was,  that  when  I 
was  released  from  the  Peal  Hill  Jail  at  the  end  of 
the  war  in  August,  1945,  all  these  items  were 
handed  back  to  me  ).  I  was  then  marched  to  a 
special  prison  barrack,  going  three  steps  down  to 
the  guardroom,  further  three  steps  down,  to  a 
corridor,  which  as  I  later  found,  had  three  small 
cells  on  the  left  side  and  one  large  one  on  the  right 
side.  I  was  asked  to  get  into  the  first  cell  on  the 
left.  It  had  a  normal  sized  door  with  wooden  bars, 
but  the  entrance  portion  was  three  feet  by  three 
feet.  So  I  had  to  bend  down  on  my  knees  to  get  in. 
so  did  the  two  soldiers  who  had  brought  me  there. 
After  checking  the  cell,  they  went  out  and  locked 
the  small  entrance.  It  was  still  dark  outside. 

I  was  stunned,  more  mentally  than  physically 
at  this  stage.  I  had  been  born  in  a  well  known 
Majitha  (  Distt.  Amritsar )  family,  educated  at  good 
schools,  commissioned  into  the  Indian  Army  as  a 
King's  Commissioned  Indian  officer  from  the  Royal 
Military  College,  Sandhurst,  England,  in  1925, 
while  still  in  my  teens  and  had  led  an  officer's  life 
ever  since.  I  was  prepared  to  be  put  into  a 
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prisoners  of  war  camp  but  not  into  this  semi  - 
underground  cell  of  10  ft.  by  12  ft.  The  floor  was 
also  of  wooden  bars,  with  hallow  ground 
underneath,  from  where  I  soon  found  rats  and 
cockroaches  running  up  and  down  all  over  the 
place  and  plenty  of  mosquitoes  whizzing  about. 
Looking  around  I  saw  a  water  tap  and  a  latrine  in 
one  corner,  and  also  saw  a  tiny  hole  just  under 
the  roof,  8  ft.  high,  to  let  the  air  in.  Still  stunned, 
my  thoughts  suddenly  went  back  to  1918  -  22 
when  as  a  student  at  the  Actchison  Chiefs 
College,  Lahore,  along  with  others,  I  used  to  go  to 
the  local  zoo  and  see  the  animals  walking  about  in 
their  cages.  So  I  got  up  to  walk  to  see  if  I  was  not 
dreaming,  when  a  sentry  came  rushing  and  hit 
me  with  a  stick  through  the  door's  wooden  bars, 
indicating  I  was  not  allowed  to  walk.  A  little  later, 
more  tired,  I  leaned  against  a  wall.  Again,  I  was 
hit  and  told  that  I  could  not  lean  against  any  wall 
without  permission. 

Time  somehow  passed.  It  must  have  been 
midday  now  as  some  soldiers  came  into  the 
corridor  with  large  pots  to  serve  the  midday  meal. 
This  consisted  of  liquid  rice  in  an  empty  fruit  tin 
passed  through  the  bars  of  my  door.  On  this  first 
day  of  imprisonment  I  felt  no  hunger  and  did  not 
touch  the  food,  though  later  I  was  almost  to  beg 
for  each  grain  of  rice.  I  had  by  now  noticed  that 
there  were  a  lot  of  prisoners  in  the  opposite  large 
cell,  mostly  Chinese.  I  was  obviously  to  be  in 
solitary  confinement.  There  was  no  way  to  know 
whether  it  was  daylight  or  dark  outside,  or  what 
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time  it  was.  (  My  cell  was  lighted  with  a  powerful 
bulb,  which  was  on  all  the  time  and  this  was  later 
on  to  become  a  torture  by  itself  )  But  when  two 
soldiers  came  into  my  cell,  checked  it  and  threw 
two  blankets  there,  I  guessed  it  was  evening.  And 
this  was  confirmed  a  little,  later  when  a  tin  -  cup 
of  liquid  rice  was  served,  as  our  dinner,  to  all  the 
prisoners.  Shortly  after- wards  a  bell  rang  telling 
the  prisoners  to  lie  down  and  sleep. 

So  tired  was  I  then  that  after  laying  a  blanket 
down  and  in  spite  of  the  rats,  cockroaches  and 
mosquitoes,  I  went  to  instant  sleep.  But  it  was  not 
very  long  when  I  was  rudely  woken  up  by  the  cries 
and  shriek  of  children,  women  and  men  from 
above,  where  I  found  later  were  located  the 
torture  chambers.  Torture  by  night  is  twice  as 
effective  as  by  day  and  children  and  women  are 
usually  tortured  so  as  to  make  their  menfolk 
confess.  Instantly  came  the  realization  to  me  that 
thank  God,  my  family  members,  living  in  India, 
were  out  of  reach  of  the  dreaded  Kemptai  and  I 
felt  strengthened  to  meet  the  situation.  Thereafter 
I  could  only  have  a  much  disturbed  sleep.  Thus 
passed  the  first  day  of  my  imprisonment,  that 
was  to  last  for  33  months,  solitary  confinement 
throughout,  with  starvation  food,  beatings  and 
other  unbelievable  episodes  *.  It  was  sheer  Divine 
Will  that  I  was  to  live  to  tell  the  tale.  Dead  bodies, 
packed  in  sacks,  were  taken  out  of  the  cells 
through  the  corridor  practically  every  day.  But  of 
all  that  in  due  course. 


*  See  Appendix  A. 


INTRODUCTION 


5 


II 

Here  the  readers  would  naturally  like  to  know 
why  that  happened  to  me  ?  What  was  I  doing 
there  ?  So  please  read  on  this  historic  story  of  the 
Indian  National  Army  ( I.  N.  A.  ),  and  of  that  great 
patriot  and  personality,  Netaji  Subhas  Chandra 
Bose,  a  story  into  which  fate  had  fitted  me  to  play 
a  direct  part.  And  it  was  this  part  that  later  in 
1946  -  47,  a  critical  time  in  our  nation's  history, 
led  me  to  the  privilege  of  being  elected  president 
of  the  Pratinidh  Panthic  Board,  amongst  its 
members  being  all  the  Sikh  stalwarts  of  the  day 
and  as  well  having  the  honour  of  being  associated 
with  the  great  leaders  of  India  ,  like  Mahatma 
Gandhi,  Pt.  Jawaharlal  Nehru,  Sardar  Vallabhai 
Patel,  Maulana  Abul  Kalam  Azad,  Shrimati  Sarojini 
Naidu  and  Shri  Rajagopalachari,  leaders  the  like 
of  whom  history  had,  perhaps,  never  witnessed  in 
that  number,  at  one  time  and  in  one  country;  later 
on  followed  by  ambassadorhip,  1955  -  67,  in 
Africa,  Asia  and  America.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  efforts  of  Netaji  and  the  I.  N.  A.  were  but  a 
continuation  of  the  efforts  of  the  Indian  National 
Congress  to  achieve,  at  the  earliest,  complete 
independence  for  our  motherland.  Hence  it  is  but 
relevant  that  this  story  briefly  touches  upon  some 
aspects  of  this  great  organisation  and  its 
magnificent  leaders,  colleagues  of  Netaji,  leaders 
who  created  history  ;  history  in  the  aftermath  of 
which  we  are  living  today  ;  history  which  the 
present  youth  makers  of  tomorrow's  history  ,  must 
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well  understand,  so  as  to  ensure  that  India,  our 
motherland,  continues  to  play  a  major  role  in  the 
onward  march  of  mankind  ,  that  surely  is  her 
rightful  destiny. 

I  will  soon  be  completing  the  eightieth  year  of 
my  life,  God  willing  ,  of  course,  and  the  events 
about  which  I  have  written  are  forty  years  or  so 
old.  So  even  though  I  have  written  in  personal  form, 
I  feel  1  have  been  able  to  write  this  story  fairly  or 
even  very  much  impersonally,  as  should  be  the 
case  with  all  history  books  or  booklets. 

Jai  Hind. 


Chapter  II 

The  Indian  Army  of 
Pre  -1939-45  War  Days 


I  was  born  on  15  -  1  -  1906  and  joined  the 
Indian  Army  as  a  Second  Lieutenant  on  3  -  9  - 
1925,  having  obtained  the  King’s  Commission  from 
the  Royal  Military  College,  Sandhurst,  England. 
Here  it  is  but  appropriate  to  give  some 
information  about  the  pre  -  1939  Indian  Army,  as 
it  was  the  personnel  of  this  Army  that  raised  the 
I.  N.  A. 

Few  present  day  readers  would  believe  that 
up  to  the  First  World  War  of  1914  -  18,  even  the 
most  brilliant  Indian,  hailing  from  the  best 
of  families,  was  not  entitled  to  get  the 
King's  Commission  in  the  Indian  Army.  The 
maximum  any  Indian  could  hope  was  to  rise  to 
the  rank  of  Subedar  and  Subedar  Major,  called 
Junior  Commissioned  Officers  (  J.  C.  Os  ). 
And  after  a  life  -  time  of  service,  even  distinguished 
service,  he  was  still  junior  to  the  British 
Officers  just  joining  the  Army  as  Second 
Lieutenants,  and  had  to  salute  these 
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youngsters  of  19  -  20  years  of  age.  Disgraceful, 
but  true  ! 

It  was  only  during  the  first  World  War  of 
1914  -  18  that  for  the  first  time  some  Subedars 
and  Subedar  Majors  were  made  Captains  and 
Majors.  And  it  was  not  till  1920  that  Indians  started 
getting  King's  Commission  on  a  regular  basis. 
Amongst  the  first  to  get  this  commission  were  the 
selected  cadets  of  the  Indore  College  and  other  high 
grade  institutions,  among  them  being  the  first 
Indian  Army  Chief,  General  K.  M. 
Cariappa.  Thereafter,  selected  cadets  were  sent  for 
training  to  the  Royal  Military  College,  Sandhurst, 
England  and  given  Commissions  on  a  par  with  the 
Britishers.  But  readers  must  note  that  only  one 
dozen  Indian  Cadets  were  given  this  Commission 
per  year  compared  to  dozens  of  Britishers.  The 
reason  was  obvious.  The  British  mainly  depended 
on  the  Indian  Army  for  continuation  of  their  rule 
in  India.  And  so  they  wanted  to  keep  maximum 
control  over  it  for  as  long  as  possible.  Yet  the 
British  must  have  realized  that  foreign  rulers  could 
never  be  cent  per  cent  sure  of  the  ruled,  so  they 
kept  a  number  of  British  units  posted  in  India  to 
meet  any  emergency. 

As  if  to  add  insult  to  injury,  these  Indian 
Officers  getting  the  King's  Commission  were  posted 
to  specified  eight  units  only,  two  Cavalry,  six 
Infantry,  to  which  no  Britishers  were  posted 
thereafter,  so  that  the  British  Officers  did  not 
have  to  directly  serve  under  their  Indian 
counterparts. 
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Entry  of  Indian  King's  Commissioned 
Officers  (  K.  C.  Os.  ),  into  technical  arms  as 
Engineers  and  Artillery  only  came  about  in  the  late 
twenties,  again  after  training  at  Woolich,  England. 
Entry  into  the  Indian  Air  Force  and  Indian 
Navy  came  later  still.  And  it  was  not  till  the 
mid  -  thirties  that  our  own  Indian  Military 
Academy,  Dehra  Dun,  started  producing  officers 
for  our  defence  forces.  Thus  at  the  start  of  the  last 
World  War  in  1939,  the  highest  rank  any  Indian 
held  in  the  Indian  Army  was  that  of  a  Major  and 
there  were  only  a  handful  of  them,  not  counting 
the  Indian  Medical  Sendee  and  the  honorary  ranks 
given  to  Indian  princes  and  some  others  as 
decoration.  And  the  first  Indian  Commissioned 
Officer  from  our  own  Dehra  Dun  Military 
Academy  ( I  C  O  -  1  ),  Bhagwati  Singh,  a  very  fine 
officer  in  my  Company  (  now  Major  General 
retired  )  was  only  a  Lieutenant  when  the  last  War 
started.  This  was  the  Indian  officer  situation  in 
the  Indian  Army  in  1939,  though  on  the  civil  side 
Indians  had  already  reached  much  higher,  ranks, 
because  ,  as  already  stated,  the  British  counted 
on  the  Indian  Army  to  keep  control  over 
Indian  and  thus  they  delayed  entrusting 
higher  ranks  in  this  Army  to  Indians  for  as  long  as 
possible. 

I  must  relate  here  some  incidents  to  indicate 
the  then  general  relationship  between  the  British 
and  the  Indian  King's  Commissioned  Officers.  In 
the  early  thirties,  I  was  posted  at  Banaras.  One 
afternoon,  after  a  game  of  tennis  at  our  mess  court, 
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we  sat  down  for  tea,  the  others  being  Major  Salano 
and  Captains  Jackson  and  Small,  I  being  a 
Lieutenant.  Those  were  days  of  Gandhiji's  Salt 
march.  Suddenly  Salano  started  casting  aspersions 
on  Gandiji.  I  just  could  not  help  protesting, 
adding  that  Gandhiji  was  widely  respected  by  the 
people  of  India.  All  the  three  got  up  and  walked 
away.  1  knew  I  was  in  trouble  though  I  had  made 
the  protest  in  a  very  polite  manner.  A  report  was 
lodged  with  the  Commanding  Officer,  Lt.  Colonel 
Spence,  the  same  evening.  It  was  my  good  luck 
that  Spence  was  very  fond  of  me,  I  being  his 
tennis  and  bridge  partner.  So  instead  of  taking 
any  formal  action  against  me,  he  came  over  to  me 
next  morning  on  the  parade  ground,  where  I  was 
then  working  as  the  Physical  Training  Officer,  and 
said:  "  Gill,  you  should  be  careful  when 
expressing  your  views,  you  are  &  soldier  ",  adding 
the  extraordinary  remark  :  "  Don't  air  your  views 
in  the  opposite  camp.  "  A  fine  Englishman,  as  a 
number  of  them,  of  course,  were.  However,  that 
was  not  the  end  of  the  matter.  The  report  of  this 
incident  was  sent  unofficially  by  Salano  to  higher 
Command.  And  when  the  Area  Commander,  a 
Major  General,  came  from  Lucknow  to  visit 
Banaras,  he  sent  for  me  and  warned  me  that  I 
must  not  indulge  in  politics.  I  escaped  more 
severe  punishment  because  the  Commanding 
Officer  did  not  take  up  the  matter  officially.  Yet 
what  had  I  done  ? 

Then  again  at  Banaras  in  the  mid  -  thirties, 
Maharaj  Kumar  of  Vizianagram,  a  well  -  known 
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patron  of  cricket,  held  a  dinner  at  his  palace  in 
Banaras  city  (  I  had  the  rare  privilege  of  playing 
cricket  at  the  Maharaj  Kumar's  cricket  ground  at 
Banaras  against  the  world  famous  cricketers, 
Hobbs  and  Sutclife,  and  have  still  with  me  theirs 
and  Maharaj  Kumar's  arid  others  autographs  on 
the  dinner  card  of  dinner  arranged  in  their 
honour  ).  I  think  the  occasion  was  the  celebration 
of  the  silver  jubilee  of  King  George,  the  Fifth.  The 
three  Indian  Officers  then  at  Banaras  ,  namely 
M.  1.  Majid  (  later  Major  General  in  Pakistan  ), 
myself /both  Captains,  and  Lieutenant  Yadunath 
Singh  ( later  Major  General  and  Military  Secretary 
to  the  President  )  were  also  invited.  After  dinner 
there  was  the  usual  game  of  treasure  hunt.  While 
1  was  playing  this  game  with  a  lady  partner,  going 
from  one  place  to  another  to  find  out  the  clues, 
our  Commanding  officer,  Dicky  Street  suddenly 
came  to  me  (  1  was  then  the  Adjutant  of  the  Unit ) 
and  told  me  to  give  up  the  game  and  go  and  order 
Majid  to  go  home  immediately.  When  I  found  Majid 
and  told  him  so,  he  said  :  "  Oh  ,  I  am  damn  well 
going  to  finish  the  game  first  "  Some  time  later, 
well  after  midnight,  we  all  went  home  :  The  next 
day  was  Thursday,  a  holiday  in  those  days.  So,  1 
was  surprised  when  a  written  order  reached  me 
from  the  C.  O.  that  I,  Majid  and  Brown,  another 
officer,  should  reach  the  office  by  9.00  a.m.  to  cut 
the  story  short,  Majid  was  put  under  arrest  and 
court  martialled. 

Therealter,  1  learned  what  had  happened 
when  Yadunath  and  I  met  in  Majid's  room  where 
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Majid  was  confined.  The  Manager  of  the  local  bank, 
Able,  was  playing  treasure  hunt  with  a  Bengali 
lady.  When  they  passed  Majid,  who  spoke  fluent 
Bengali,  she  and  Majid  started  talking  and  then 
walking  to  a  drink  table.  Able  felt  insulted  and 
suddenly  called  Majid  "  you  nigger  ".  To  which 
Majid  retaliated  calling  Able  "  You  white  bugger.  " 
No  notice  should  have  been  taken  about  this 
exchange  of  harsh  words  between  the  two  in  that 
after  dinner  atmosphere.  And  in  any  case  Able  had 
made  the  mistake  first  but  Dicky  Street,  when  he 
heard  of  it,  could  not  tolerate  an  Indian  suitably 
retaliating  a  British.  Fortunately,  with  the  help  of 
a  very  able  English  lawyer  from  Calcutta,  and  with 
the  help  of  Able  himself,  who  admitted  that  it  was 
a  friendly  exchange  between  two  people  who  had 
drinks,  Majid  was  honourably  acquitted,  though, 
in  the  process,  higher  authorities  later  ticked 
off  the  Commanding  Officer,  Street  and  myself 
as  Adjutant,  for  not  preparing  the  case  properly. 
In  a  very  similar  case  at  Quetta  in  1938,  Capt. 
Balwant  Singh  Lamba  was  dismissed  from 
the  Army. 

I  have  quoted  the  above  cases  to  indicate  the 
attitude  the  British  in  the  Indian  Army  adopted 
towards  their  Indian  colleagues,  considering 
themselves  as  rulers  and  superiors. 

I  now  go  on  to  relate  two  incidents  of  a 
different  nature.  In  1928,  we  were  four  Indians 
posted  with  our  Unit,  4/19  Hyderabad  Regt.,  now 
Kumaon  Regt.,  then  stationed  at  Allahabad,  all 
Lieutenants  and  in  order  of  seniority,  Harbishan 
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Singh  Brar  (  who  later  joined  the  Political 
Department  ),  M.  I.  Majid  (  whom  I  have  already 
mentioned  ),  myself  and  K.  S.  Thimayya  (  later  to 
be  Army  Chief ).  We  were  supposed  to  be  strictly 
segregated  from  politicians  and  political  matters. 
Yet  such  was  the  influence  of  the  Nehru  family  at 
Allahabad  that  we  all  secretly  visited  their  house 
more  than  once  and  heard  both  Pandit  Jawaharlal 
Nehru  and  his  father  Pandit  Motilal 
Nehru,  addressing  various  groups  of  people.  Had 
we  been  found,  we  could  not  have  escaped 
punishment. 

In  the  mid  thirties,  when  I  was  posted  at 
Banaras  along  with  my  colleageue  Balwant  Singh 
Lamba,  we  visited  Allahabad  and  called  on  Major 
Oberoi  the  Superintendent  of  the  Naini  jail.  He 
immediately  accepted  our  request  to  take  us  to 
the  jail  so  that  we  could  have  the  privilege  of 
seeing  Pt.  Jawaharlal  Nehru,  Shri  Pandit  and  Dr. 
Syed  Mahmud,  who  were  imprisoned  in  one  area, 
and  Pt.  Madan  Mohan  Malaviya  who  being 
orthodox  was  lodged  in  another  barrack.  We 
watched  them  in  fascination  while  Oberoi  talked 
to  them  about  their  needs.  This  was  the  first  close 
glimpse  I  had  of  these  leaders.  Little  did  I  know 
then  that  later  I  would  be  working  with  Panditji 
for  many  years. 

I  have  quoted  these  incidents  to  indicate 
that  segregated  though  we  were  supposed  to  be, 
we  just  could  not  escape  being  affected  by  the 
developments  in  our  country.  All  of  us  were 
carefully  trained  and  indoctrinated  so  that  we 
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remained  faithful  to  the  British.  Yet  as  history  had 
earlier  shown  all  over  the  world,  love  of  one's 
Motherland  overwhelms  all  other  considerations 
at  critical  times,  as  the  formation  of  the  I.  N.  A.  in 
Malaya  in  1942  was  to  prove  again. 


Chapter  III 

The  Malayan  War  :  1941-42 


The  first  force  from  India  to  proceed  to 
Malaya  during  the  last  World  War  was  known  as 
Force  "EMU  it  left  Secunderabad  via  Madras 
in  August  1939..  my  unit,  4/19  Hyderabad  Regt., 
to  which  I  had  returned  in  April  after  graduation 
from  the  Staff  College,  Quetta,  was  a  part  of  this 
force.  Here  I  must  relate  an  incident  that  again 
showed  the  general  attitude  of  the  British  officers 
towards  their  Indian  colleagues.  As  we  were 
waiting  at  the  Madras  port  to  get  into  the  ships, 
the  Commanding  Officer,  Lt.  Colonel  D.  Stuart, 
suddenly  spoke  rudely  over  the  microphone  that 
we  Indian  officers  were  "  damned  lazy  "  not  getting 
the  troops  into  their  allotted  ships  quickly  enough. 
That  night  the  four  senior  -  most  of  us,  all 
Captains,  namely  S.  M.  Shrinagesh  (  who  later 
became  Army  Chief  ),  M.  I.  Majid  (  later  Major 
General  in  Pakistan  ),  myself  and  K.  S.  Thimayya 
(  later  Army  Chief  following  Shrinagesh  ) 
gathered  in  my  cabin.  We  decided  to  have  it  out 
with  our  Commanding  Officer.  So,  next  day  we 
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sought  interviews  with  Stuart  -  myself,  then  Majid, 
then  Thimayya.  Each  of  us  told  the  C.  O.  that  while 
we  were  fully  ready  to  fight,  keep  discipline  and 
do  our  best,  we  could  hardly  do  that  without 
self  -  respect.  And  if  the  C.  O.  -had  any  complaint 
against  us,  we  should  have  been  called  up  by  him 
to  his  office  for  the  purpose  but  not  cursed  before 
our  troops.  After  we  left  the  C.  O.'s  office  in  turn. 
Shrinagesh,  who  as  Adjustant  was  sitting  with  the 
C.  O.,  fully  supported  us.  Stuart  must  be  given 
credit  that  he  sent  for  us  and  apologised.  We  had 
no  trouble  thereafter. 

The  arrival  of  Indian  Officers  with  equal 
status  to  the  British  caused  a  sensation  amongst 
the  members  of  the  Indian  community  at 
Singapore,  even  though  the  senior  most  amongst 
us  were  only  Captains.  The  British  in  Malaya, 
Singapore  being  a  part  of  it  then,  had  been 
treating  the  Indians  there  as  inferior  in  every  way 
and  in  every  sphere.  And  there  were  nearly  seven 
lakh  persons  of  Indian  origin  in  Malaya  then.  The 
story  goes  that  at  Kuala  Lumpur  Club,  there  was 
a  notice  saying  "  Indians  and  dogs  not  allowed  ". 
With  our  arrival  the  situation  was  to  change 
overnight,  so  as  to  say.  And  later  with  the 
formation  of  the  Indian  Independence  League  and 
the  I.  N.  A.,  the  Indian  Community  was  to  come 
into  its  own,  enjoying  due  respect  and  status 
throughout  the  areas  then  controlled  by  the 
British  and  the  Dutch. 

In  November  1939,  I  returned  to  India  on 
being  posted  to  the  Army  headquarters,  which  then 
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worked  at  Delhi-cum-Simla.  I  was  the  first 
Indian  King's  Commissioned  Officer  ever  to  be 
posted  to  this  citadel  of  Army  power,  as  Staff 
Captain.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  no  commissioned 
Indian  officer  had  ever  been  posted  here,  even  the 
Key  clerks  in  the  important  departments  were 
British,  as  in  my  office.  There  were  Indian  Junior 
Commissioned  Officers,  clerks,  orderlies  in  fairly 
large  numbers  in  this  headquarters,  but  none  in 
the  officer  rank,  as  all  officers  had  important  and 
secret  work  to  do. 

And  again  believe  it  or  not,  I  was  the  first 
Indian  ever  to  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  the 
prestigious  United  Service  Club  at  Simla.  I  think  I 
am  correct  in  recording  that  even  Indian  Princes 
were  not  made  members  of  this  club  at  that  time, 
for  I  took  one  as  my  guest  to  this  club.  I  am  not  so 
sure  if  they  took  me  as  a  member  as  part  of  a  new 
policy  to  accept  Indian  officers  as  members,  Army 
name  N.  S.  Gill  misguided  them  as  to  my 
nationality.  This  club  was  wound  up  shortly  after 
the  British  had  left.  As  all  living  members  were 
entitled  to  a  share  of  the  sale,  I  too  got  some 
amount.  Again,  I  record  this  event  because  hardly 
any  of  the  present  generation  would  believe  that 
such  was  the  Indo  -  British  social  relationship  as 
late  as  the  year  1939. 

I  spent  from  November  1939  to  April  1940 
with  this  headquarter  at  Delhi  and  then  April  to 
October  at  Simla.  While  at  Simla.  I  was  appointed 
a  member  of  General  Barstow's  Commission  to 
enquire  into  the  mutiny  of  some  Sikh  soldiers  at 
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Secunderabad  and  Jabalpur.  All  other  members, 
three,  besides  General  Barstow,  were  British, 
Majors  Farrel,  Billy  Short  and  Kilroy.  Being  a  Sikh 
I  naturally  got  to  the  heart  of  the  problem  much 
easier  than  these  Englishmen.  Qeneral  Barstow 
was  so  impressed  by  my  report  that  he  and  the 
then  Defence  Secretary,  Ogilvie,  wanted  me  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Defence  Department.  As  my 
report  had  cast  some  aspersions  on  the  then 
Unionist  Government  in  Punjab,  Sir  Sikander 
Hay  at  Khan,  leading  this  Ministry,  managed 
toapproach  the  Army  top  brass,  over  the 
heads  of  Barstow  and  Ogilvie.  Result  :  1  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  Major  but  kicked  out  of 
India  and  sent  overseas  to  Malaya  on  the  staff 
of  1 1th  Indian  Division.  Thus  due  to  this  incident, 
I  was  on  my  way  to  my  association  with  the 
I.N.A.  ’  .  •  . 

I  flew  to  Kuala  Lumpur/the  capital  of 
Malaya,  in  October  1940,  along  with  the  senior 
staff  of  the  11th  Indian  Division.  All  British,  headed 
by  Major  General  Murray  Lyons.  The  troops 
followed  by  sea.  A  few  months  later  this  division 
moved  north  with  headquarters  at  Nee  Soon,  a 
little  South  of  Alor  Star,  and  was  replaced  by  9th 
Indian  Division,  headed  by  the  same  Major 
General  Barstow,  whom  I  have  mentioned  earlier. 
Up  to  1940,  the  British  had  catered  to  the  defence 
of  Singapore  only.  And  they  had  made  suitable 
arrangements  for  any  attack  on  it  by  sea.  They 
soon  realized  that  in  view  of  the  Japanese 
preparations,  this  defence  was  by  itself  inadequate, 
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and  defence  of  the  whole  of  Malaya  had  to  be 
arranged.  Hence  the  arrival  of  11th  and  9th 
Indian  Divisions  on  the  Malayan  mainland. 

By  mid  1941,  the  British  defence  position  in 
Malaya  was  as  follows.  Air  Chief  Marshal  Brooks 
Popham,  the  overall  Commander,  had  his 
headquarters  at  Singapore.  Presumably,  the 
British  had  planned  to  provide  him  with  good  air 
force  units,  so  that  the  Japanese  could  be  hit,  when 
at  their  weakest,  namely  when  on  the  high  seas. 
In  fact,  there  never  was  any  air  force  worth  the 
name.  The  Army  Commander,  Lt.  General  Percival, 
had  his  headquarters  at  Singapore  also.  The 
headquarters  of  the  Indian  Corps,  under  the 
command  of  Lt.  General  Piggy  Heath,  was  at  Kuala 
Lumpur  in  Central  Malaya.  The  two  divisions 
under  him,  1 1  th  and  9th  ,  as  already  mentioned, 
had  their  headquarters  at  Nee  Soon  and  Kuala 
Lumpur  11th  was  responsible  for  the  defence  of 
North  Malaya,  9th  for  Central  and  Eastern 
Malaya.  The  main  British  plan  was  to  delay  the 
Japanese  advance  to  Singapore  by  at  least  6 
months,  by  which  time  they  hoped  they  would  be 
able  to  bring  enough  troops  into  the  area  to  start 
an  offensive.  However,  this  plan  proved  inadequate 
with  inadequate  forces  to  carry  it  out.  May  be  the 
British  were  unable  to  do  anything  more  in  view  of 
their  life  and  death  struggle  in  Europe  then.  May 
be  they  were  hoping  Japan  would  not  enter  the 
war.  Whatever  the  reasons,  the  arrangements 
made  were  very  inadequate.  As  already  mentioned, 
there  was  no  air  force  worth  the  name,  a  very  vital 
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element  in  modern  war.  There  were  no  tanks  or 
armoured  units.  The  excuse  was  that  these  would 
not  be  able  to  function  in  the  jungles  and  marshes 
of  Malaya,  an  excuse  the  Japanese  proved  to  be 
wrong. 

The  British  had  also  planned  entering  South 
Thailand  and  capturing  the  area  near  the  port  of 
Singorra  to  meet  the  Japanese  forces  when 
landing  and  so  at  their  weakest.  For  this  reason  a 
number  of  British  officers  had  been  secretly  sent 
to  south  Thailand  to  carry  out  reconnaissance.  I 
was  also  asked  to  do  so.  And  in  addition,  I  was  to 
go  to  Bangkok  to  find  out  about  the  attitude  of  the 
Indian  community  towards  the  British  vis-a-vis  the 
Japanese.  I  went  on  this  trip  in  the  second  week 
of  November  1941  and  returned  on  1-12  -  1941. 
None  of  us  had  been  trained  in  such  secret 
work  which  I  did  in  an  amateurish  way,  with 
many  funny  anecdotes.  On  my  return  I  reported 
that  ( i )  Japanese  attack  can  be  expected  any  time 
and  (  ii  )  except  a  group  of  Indians  consisting  of 
those  who  had  earlier  fled  India  and  who  would 
cooperate  with  the  Japanese,  others  were  more 
interested  in  their  business  than  anything  else. 
Obviously,  news  of  the  Japanese  plans  had  reached 
our  headquarters  from  other  sources  too.  And  on 
my  return  there  I  found  excitement  everywhere  and 
preparation  in  full  swing  to  meet  the  situation, 
though  still  with  some  amount  of  uncertainty. 

The  Malayan  War  (  8-12-1941  to  15-2-1942  ) 

I  cannot  up  to  this  date  understand  ,  why  the 
plan  to  enter  south  Thailand  was  given  up  at  the 
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last  moment  ;  more  so  as  delaying  the  enemy  was 
our  main  aim  at  that  stage,  and  meeting  the 
Japanese  as  they  were  landing  by  sea  would  surely 
have  helped  us  in  this  objective.  And  as  the  joke 
goes,  in  all  probability  true,  the  Japanese  arrested 
the  British  Consul  at  Singorra  in  his  sleeping  suit 
after  landing,  which  means  without  any  resistance 
whatsoever.  Thus  started  the  Japanese  attack 
against  the  British  in  the  early  hours  of 
8  December  1941.  And  at  the  very  beginning,  they 
managed  to  sink  the  so  -  called  mighty  British 
Battleships,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Repulse 
on  the  east  coast  of  Malaya.  Together  with  the 
successful  attack  on  Pearl  Harbour,  the  Japanese 
attained  sea  supremacy  having  already  attained 
air  superiority7.  And  they  were  able  to  land  and 
attack  with  tanks  and  armoured  vehicles,  though 
in  small  numbers  in  view  of  the  terrain.  And  as 
luck  or  rather  ill  -  luck  would  have  it.,  we  failed  to 
make  use  of  the  well  prepared  Jitra  defence  line, 
north  of  Aior  Star,  a  line  very  suitable  for  defence 
with  little  hills  and  marshes  around.  This  was  due 
to  the  last  minute  miscalculation  on  the  part  of 
British  forward  commanders.  They  failed  to 
realize  that  after  landing  at  Singorra,  Japanese 
would  require  a  little  time  before  pushing  forward. 
And  they  decided  to  enter  south  Thailand  without 
previous  reconnaissance  and  preparation. 

Amongst  the  forward  troops  going  forward 
under  this  last  minute  changed  plan  was  1  /  14th 
Punjab  Regiment.  Two  of  its  officers  were  Captains 
Mohan  Singh  and  Mohd.  Akram  Khan.  They  had 
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to  run  helter  skelter  in  the  nearby  jungles  when 
the  Japanese  broke  through  with  their  tanks.  Thus 
was  laid  the  seed  of  I  .  N.  A.  The  last  minute  change 
of  plans  also  meant  that  we  bould  not  properly 
man  the  Jitra  line,  our  main  defence  line.  Thus 
within  the  first  week  or  so,  Japanese  not  only 
gained  air  and  sea  supremacy  but  also  broke 
through  our  main  defence  line  in  northern 
Malaya.  Thereafter  it  was  only  a  question  of 
retreat,  some  time  fast,  some  time  slow.  The  sack 
of  the  1 1  th  Indian  Division  Commander,  Major 
General  Murray  Lyon,  and  the  forward  brigade 
Commander,  Lay,  could  make  no  difference  now. 
The  arrival  of  an  Australian  Division,  under  Major 
General  Gorden  Bennet,  could  also  make  no 
difference.  The  Singapore  fortress  itself  could  only 
hold  out  for  about  a  week.  And  the  British 
surrendered  on  15-2-1942.  It  was  rather  an 
inglorious  defeat  for  the  British  on  whose  empire 
the  Sun  was  not  supposed  to  set  then. 

Mmaculous  Escape  from.  Death 

Before  I  go  on  to  relate  about  the  Farrer  Park 
gathering  on  16\17  February  1942,  I  write  about 
an  incident  that  could  only  be  the  work  of '  fate  '. 
Two  days  before  the  fall  of  Singapore,  I  was  going 
from  one  position  to  another  on  this  island,  when 
Bonzo  Ryder,  who  had  been  at  Sandhurst  with  me 
in  1924  -  25,  saw  me  and  came  rushing  and 
asking  me  why  I  was  not  proceeding  to  the  port 
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for  evacuation  to  India.  Apparently  after  a  visit  to 
Singapore  by  General  Wavell,  the  Indian  Army 
Chief,  an  order  had  come  from  India  to  evacuate 
second-in-commands  of  all  units  and  formations 
so  that  their  experience  of  fighting  against  the 
Japanese  could  be  later  used  on  the  Burma  front 
;  as  number  ones  must  stay  with  their  troops.  They 
were  first  to  be  taken  to  nearby  Java.  My  name 
was  on  this  list,  but  when  it  reached  my  office  I 
was  not  there.  My  number  one,  Lt.  Col.  Acworth, 
on  seeing  the  list  rushed  to  the  Divisional 
Commander,  Keys  and  managed  to  substitute  his 
name  for  mine,  on  the  excuse  that  his  wife  in 
India  was  very  ill.  All  my  efforts  proved  in  vain  as 
they  both  were  English  -  men.  In  this  list  of 
evacuees,  there  were  three  Indian  Officers.  Besides 
myself  ,  there  was  Major  S.  K.  Ghose,  the  first 
citizen  of  the  then  larger  Bengal,  to  get  the  King's 
Commission  and  a  brilliant  officer  and  Capt.  K. 
Bahadur  Singh. 

The  Japanese  were  expecting  some  such 
effort.  And  when  the  morning  came,  Japanese  shot 
up  these  boats.  Most  of  them  were  sunk, 
including  the  one  in  which  Acworth  was  sitting  in 
the  place  allotted  to  me.  Very  unfortunately  Ghose 
was  also  among  the  dead.  Among  the  very  few  who 
survived  by  raising  the  white  Flag  in  time  and 
surrendering,  was  Capt.  K.  Bahadur  Singh  later 
Lieutenant  General  and  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
Himachal  Pradesh.  Only  one  boat  made  good  its 
escape.  Its  Commander  ,  Lt.  Col.  Steadman 
decided  to  sail  for  Ceylon,  defying  the  order  to  go 
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to  nearby  Java.  The  Japanese  never  though 
anybody  would  be  foolish  enough  to  try  to  take  a 
small  boat  right  across  the  Indian  Ocean  and  so 
had  left  this  route  unwatched.  Fortunately,  a  few 
days  later,  Steadman  and  his  colleagues  were 
picked  up  by  the  British  Navy.  In  1958,  when  I 
was  ambassador  in  Ethiopia,  Steadman,  now 
Major  General,  visited  Addis  Ababa,  as  the  head 
of  imperial  War  Graves  Team  and  told  me  this 
story  himself.  As  for  myself,  I  escaped  certain  death 
because  much  against  my  wished  Acworth  had 
managed  to  replace  me. 


Chapter  IV 

Story  of  the  Indian  National 
Army — First  Phase  -  1942 

Farrer  Park  Gathering 

As  already  started,  Singapore  fell  on 
15-2-1942.  All  Indian  prisoners  of  war  were 
ordered  to  gather  at  Farrer  Park  during  the  next 
two  days.  Though  the  physical  condition, 
concerning  food,  water,  hygiene  were  very  bad, 
following  the  total  disintegration  of  the  city,  it  was 
like  a  grand  Mela  for  us.  We  were  all  trying  to  find 
out  who  was  alive,  who  dead,  hearing  each  other's 
experience  of  the  war.  Shortly  after  my  arrival  at 
this  Park  on  the  17th,  I  was  called  over  the 
microphone  to  come  to  the  pavilion.  There  i  found 
Major  Fujiwara,  the  head  of  the  Japanese.  Liaison 
Group  to  the  Indian  prisoners  of  war  and  as  well 
Mohan  Singh  and  his  colleagues.  Shortly 
afterwards,  Colonel  Hunt  came  there  and  made 
the  following  announcement :  "  Today,  I  on  behalf 
of  the  British  Government  ,  hand  you  over  to  the 
Japanese  Government  whose  orders  you  will  obey 
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henceforth  as  you  have  done  ours.  "  [  This 

statement  will  ever  live  to  the  disgrace  of  the 
British.  According  to  the  international  Law, 
officer  prisoners,  no  matter  of  what  nationality  and 
race,  are  to  be  imprisioned  in  one  camp,  other 
ranks  into  a  second  camp.  But  the  British  readily 
agreed  to  the  Japanese  demand  for  the  Indian 
officers  to  be  separated  from  them  as  if  we  were 
discards,  no  longer  wanted  by  them  and  no 
matter  what  happened  to  us.  And  further  we  were 
told  to  obey  Japanese  orders,  as  we  had  obeyed 
the  British  till  then.  This  shameful  handing  over 
not  only  adversely  affected  most  of  us  towards  the 
British  but  also  figured  prominently  in  the  Red 
Fort  Trials  as  a  defence  argument.  |  1  was  asked  to 
translate  Hunt's  speech  in  Hindi.  Thereafter, 
accepting  the  surrender  of  Indian  troops,  Fujiwara 
exhorted  the  gathering  to  join  hands  with  Mohan 
Singh  in  the  cause  of  liberating  India  ,  in  which 
effort  the  Japanese  Government  would  give  all  help. 
Thereafter,  Mohan  Singh  delivered  his  speech 
declaring  that  with  the  Japanese  co-operation  he 
had  already  taken  up  this  work  and  invited  all  of 
us  to  join  him. 

This  was  the  first  time  I  and  most  of  the  other 
Indian  prisoners  of  war  learnt  that  something 
unusual  had  happened  during  the  actual  war.  And 
each  one  of  us  was  affected  by  this  development 
in  one  way  or  the  other.  But  of  this  later  on.  That 
day  our  major  task  was  to  look  after  the  prisoners 
of  war,  including  a  large  number  of  wounded, 
prevent  disease,  arrange  accommodation,  food. 
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water,  etc.  As  the  senior  most  combatant  officer 
in  that  theatre  of  war,  I  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
Indian  prisoners  of  war  camps.  In  spite  of  the  odds 
,  we  succeeded- in  suitably  settling  the  prisoners 
without  marry  casualties,  thanks  specially  to  our 
medical  officers  as  Chatterjee,  Logannathan, 
Alagapan,  Raju  et  al. 

My  Meeting  with  Mohan  Singh 

A  few  days  after  the  surrender  and  after  the 
Indian  prisoners  of  war  had  been  settled  at 
various  camps,  Mohan  Singh  met  me  and  told  me 
his  story.  His  unit,  1/14  ,  Punjab  Regiment, 
amongst  the  foremost  troops  was  suddenly  ordered 
to  proceed  north  and  ,  if  necessary,  enter  south 
Thailand  to  meet  the  Japanese  onslaught.  This 
sudden  change  of  plan  was  a  serious  error  of 
judgement,  as  already  stated,  on  the  part  of  the 
British  commanders  on  the  front.  Instead  of 
meeting  the  Japanese  at  the  well  prepared  and 
highly  suitable  defence  position,  known  as  "  Jitra 
line  ",  north  of  Alor  Star,  a  part  of  these  defence 
troops  were  sent  forward.  Result.  They  were 
unprepared  to  meet  the  Japanese  attack  because 
no  reconnaissance  had  been  done  of  this  new  area 
nor  any  defence  positions  prepared  there.  So  when 
the  Japanese  attacked,  Mohan  Singh  along  with 
his  soldiers  had  to  run  into  the  jungles  away  from 
the  road,  as  Japanese  tanks  broke  through. 
Gathering  scattered  soldiers,  Mohan  Singh  and  his 
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colleague,  Mohd.  Akram  Khan,  tried  to  organise  a 
retreat  in  order  to  rejoin  their  unit.  Suddenly  to 
their  pleasant  surprise,  they  saw  some  Sikhs 
coming  along  with  the  forward  Japanese  forces. 
Their  leader  turned  our  to  be  Giani  Pritam  Singh. 
He  conveyed  to  Mohan  Singh  the  message  that 
Japanese  would  be  only  too  happy  to  assist  the 
Indians  to  work  for  the  Independence  of  their 
motherland.  Mohan  Singh  later  met  Major 
Fujiwara,  the  head  of  the  Japanese  Liaison  Group, 
formed  for  this  specific  purpose,  and  though  him 
the  higher  Japanese  Commander  in  the  forward 
area,  Major  General  Yamashita.  It  stands  to 
Mohan  Singh's  credit  that  he  grasped  the 
opportunity  without  hesitation.  After  getting  some 
assurances,  he  set  about  the  task  of  raising  a  force 
from  the  Indian  troops  who  would  be  ready  to  strike 
a  blow  for  India's  Independence  from  overseas.  All 
this  happened  within  the  first  ten  days  of  the  war. 
With  the  British  being  badly  defeated  all  the  time 
in  this  area,  his  task  was  easy.  With  the  Japanese 
assistance,  he  sent  his  men  back  to  the  British 
lines,  as  if  they  were  rejoining  their  units  and  at 
the  next  Japanese  attack,  resulting  always  in 
British  retreat,  they  brought  over  more  men  to 
Mohan  Singh.  Hence  at  the  time  of  British 
surrender  on  15  -  2  -  1942,  Mohan  Singh  had  a 
sizeable  force  with  him  actively  co-operating  with 
the  Japanese  -  one  group  even  joined  in  the 
Japanese  attack  on  the  Singapore  fortress. 
Having  explained  all  this  to  me,  Mohan  Singh  was 
sporting  enough  to  offer  me  the  lead  of  the  new 
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movement  as  I  was  the  senior  -  most  combatant 
officer  in  the  area.  Frankly,  I  was  unprepared  for 
this  situation.  1  had  been  brought  under  British 
atmosphere  for  too  long  to  suddenly  break  away 
from  it.  I  had  also  heard  of  the  Japanese  cruelties 
against  the  Indian  soldiers  captured  by  them  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  war.  (  Mohan  Singh's 
co-operation  with  the  Japanese  prevented  the 
continuation  of  these  cruelties  and  was  the  first 
plus  point  for  him  ).  There  was  also  the  feeling 
with  me  that  our  leaders  in  India  were  pro  -  Allies 
vis-a-vis  the  Axis  Powers.  In  spite  of  all  these 
considerations  I  could  not  remain  unaffected.  The 
way  Colonel  Hunt  had  handed  us  Indians  to  the 
Japanese  had  also  left  an  adverse  effect.  So,  while 
thanking  Mohan  Singh  for  his  offer,  I  replied  that 
having  started  the  movement,  it  was  his  right  to 
carry  on  with  it  and  that  I  would  be  ready  to  work 
with  him  as  long  as  we  made  sure  that  we  were 
not  made  mere  scapegoats.  To  this  effect  we  signed 
an  agreement  at  a  local  Gurdwara.  I  now  started 
supporting  Mohan  Singh  and  his  work  actively.  In 
the  Army,  following  the  senior  is  the  normal  rule 
and  habit.  So,  my  joining  the  I.  N.  A.  made  greater 
number  of  Indian  prisoners  of  war  to  join  the 
movement. 

Tokyo  Conference 

Then  followed  consultations  amongst  us 
Indian  officers  and  the  Indian  civilian 
representatives  settled  in  Malaya  and  Thailand, 
and  between  us  Indians  and  the  Japanese  team 
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headed  by  Fujiwara.  It  was  finally  decided  that  a 
representative  team  of  Indians,  both  military  and 
civil,  would  proceed  to  Tokyo  to  meet  the 
Japanese  High  Command,  as  well  as  the  two  well 
known  Indian  revolutionaries  settled  there, 
namely,  Raja  Mahendra  Pratap  and  Shri  Rash 
Behari  Bose,  in  order  to  decide  the  final  shape  and 
modalities  of  our  movement  in  the  cause  of  our 
mother  -  land.  The  members  of  this  delegation  were 
as  follows  : 

i)  Representing  the  Military  :  Mohan 
Singh  and  Mohd.  Akram  Khan,  then  Captains, 
and  myself,  then  Lt.  Colonel. 

ii)  Representing  the  Civilians  :  Messrs.  K. 
P.  K.  Menon,  N.  Raghavan,  S.  C.  Goho,  N.  K. 
Aiyer,  all  leading  lawyers  in  Malaya,  Swarni 
Satyananad  Puri  Head  of  the  Indian  Cultural 
Centre,  Bangkok  and,  of  course,  Giani  Pritam 
Sing. 

We  proceeded  to  Tokyo  in  mid-March  in 
two  planes,  halting  enroute  at  Bangkok  ,  Saigon  , 
Hainan  ,Taipeh  and  Shanghai.  I  must  record 
here  with  the  greatest  regret  that  shortly  after 
our  arrival  at  Tokyo  we  were  informed  that 
our  second  plane  had  crashed  in  Southern 
Japan  ,  killing  all  aboard.  Apart  from  a  number 
of  Japanese,  this  meant  the  death  of  our 
valued  colleagues,  Giani  Pritam  Singh,  Swami 
Satyanand  Puri,  Shri  N.  K.  Aiyer  and  Capt.  Mohd. 
Akram  Khan.  They  were  the  first  martyrs  of 
our  movement.  All  homage  to  them  even  though 
they  are  hardly  known  today.  We  paid  due  respects 


STORY  OF  THE  INDIAN  NATIONAL  ARMY-  FIRST  PHASE  :  1942  3  1 


to  them  at  a  local  temple,  Hongenji,  where  their 
ashes  were  enshrined. 

This  tragic  incident  was  followed  by  another 
unpleasant  experience.  Before  we  left  Singapore 
we  had  been  informed  that  an  Indian 
Independence  League  had  been  formed  to  direct 
the  activities  of  all  Indians  in  the  Far  East  with 
Raja  Mahendra  Pratap  as  its  President,  Shri  Rash 
Behari  Bose,  Vice  -  President  and  Anand  Mohan 
Sahay,  the  representative  of  the  Indian  National 
Congress  in  Japan,  as  the  General  Secretary.  But 
on  arrival  at  Tokyo  we  were  told  that  Shri  Rash 
Behari  Bose  had  replaced  Mahendra  Pratap  as  the 
President.  Further  more,  we  were  not  allowed  to 
meet  Raja  Mahendra  Pratap.  And  when  we  went 
to  see  him  against  the  Japanese  wishes,  he 
emphatically  told  us  that  as  he  was  not  prepared 
to  follow  the  Japanese  wishes  blindfolded  and 
wanted  certain  assurances  regarding  Indian 
Independence,  he  was  not  only  removed  from  the 
President  -  ship  of  the  I.  I.  L.  but  was  also  put 
under  house  arrest.  We  were  badly  shaken.  Even 
Sahay  was  not  permitted  to  meet  us  freely.  Rash 
Behari  Bose  was  much  more  acceptable  to  the 
Japanese  because  a  fiery  revolutionary  as  he  used 
to  be,  he  had  now  lived  a  long  time  in  Japan,  his 
wife  was  a  Japanese  and  his  son  was  in  the 
Japanese  Army.  We  also  met  General  Tojo,  the 
Japanese  Premier  in  his  office.  It  was  more  or  less 
an  audience.  We  were  taken  in,  lectured  to  and 
brought  out.  The  main  theme  of  his  talk  was  that 
we  must  learn  to  hate  the  British  if  we  were  to 
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accomplish  anything  for  our  country.  Upset  though 
we  were  with  these  developments,  in  our 
enthusiasm  we  decided  to  go  ahead  as  planned 
hoping  that  all  obstacles  would  get  settled  in  due 
course.  This  conference  was  held  at  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  Tokyo,  from  28  to  31  March  1942.  Shri  Rash 
Behari  Bose  presided.  Apart  from  the  delegates 
from  Singapore  and  Bangkok,  there  was  Usman 
from  Indonesia  (  actually  Hari  Singh  of  Ludhiana, 
who  had  fled  from  India  and  embraced  Islam  to 
escape  capture  ),  Malik  and  Khan  from  Hong  Kong 
and  Naik  from  Manchuria.  They  must  have  been 
hastily  picked  up  by  the  Japanese  because  none 
of  them  played  any  significant  part  later.  Then 
there  was  A.  N.  Sahay,  the  I.  I.  L.  Secretary.  The 
following  decisions  were  taken  : 

I.  To  expand  and  strengthen  the  I.  I.  L. 
throughout  the  Far  -  East  where  about  two 
million  Indians  were  residing  and  safeguard 
their  interest  and  fair  treatment. 

II.  To  form  under  the  overall  control  of  the 
I.  I.  L.  an  Indian  National  Army,  1.  N.  A.,  based 
primarily  on  the  Indian  Prisoners  of  war. 

III.  To  invite  Subhas  Chandra  Bose  to 
come  over  from  Europe  to  lead  the  movement, 
thereby  strengthening  it  and  giving  it  due 
status. 

IV.  To  hold  a  conference  of  the 
representatives  of  Indians  from  the  whole 
Far  -  East  at  Bangkok  in  June  to  consolidate 
these  and  allied  decisions  so  as  to  launch  a 
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struggle  from  overseas  for  attainment  of 
India's  freedom  at  the  earliest  date  by 
invading  India  from  Burma,  thereby  lighting 
a  flare  that  should  rapidly  spread  through  the 
country. 

V.  All  our  efforts  must  be  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  and  plans  of  the  Indian 
National  Congress  and  its  leaders. 

After  some  sight  -  seeing  at  Tokyo,  Kyoto  and 
Nara,  we  returned  to  Singapore  in  the  middle  of 
April  and  immediately  started  our  work  of 
(  i  )  organising  the  I.  N.  A.  and  (  ii  )  preparing  for 
the  Bangkok  Conference.  About  95,000  troops  had 
surrendered  at  Singapore.  About  45,000  of  them 
were  Indians.  A  number  of  them  had  already  joined 
Mohan  Singh  during  the  actual  fighting.  More  were 
ready  to  join  after  the  surrender.  Admittedly,  their 
motives  varied.  Some  came  in  to  get  an 
opportunity  to  rejoin  the  British.  The  largest 
number  perhaps  joined  taking  the  easy  line  to 
escape  hardships,  undecided  as  they  were  to  face 
the  totally  unexpected  new  situation  that  had 
arisen  .  But  a  good  number  joined  form  conviction 
at  the  very  start.  And  gradually  this  spirit  caught 
the  others  too  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent. 

It  was  decided  to  raise  one  division,  in  the 
first  instance,  of  three  brigades  with  supporting 
troops.  Mohan  Singh  was  to  be  the  commander 
with  the  rank  of  Major  General  and  1  to  be 
second  -  in  -  command  and  Chief  Adviser  with  the 
rank  of  a  full  colonel.  All  others,  some  of  whom 
later  became  famous,  were  to  have  lesser  ranks. 
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And  some  novel  changes  were  made  to  make  the 
I.  N.  A.  effectively  Indianized.  The  rank  of  Junior 
Commissioned  Officer  (  J.  C.  O.  ),  was  abolished. 
All  officers  were  to  have  one  rank,  Lieutenant 
upwards.  Hindus,  Muslims  and  Sikhs  were  to  dine 
at  common  messes.  Hindi  words  of  command  were 
introduced.  The  Brigades  were  to  be  named  after 
our  National  Leaders,  Gandhi,  Nehru  and  Azad. 
As  the  senior  -  most  officer  and  as  the  Chief 
Adviser  to  the  I.  N.  A.,  I  had  a  major  role  in  this 
planning.  But  before  the  plan  was  put  into 
practice  my  work  took  an  important  turn. 

By  middle  of  May  1942,  the  Japanese  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  I  was  not  then  man 
and  correctly  so  from  their  point  of  view.  Mohan 
Singh  was  of  course,  their  man  and  they  did  not 
want  me  to  be  near  him  as  I  might  affect  him 
adversely.  So  they  made  Mohan  Singh  agree  to 
their  plan  of  getting  me  away  from  Singapore.  They 
cleverly  aroused  his  jealousy  that  I  might  try  to 
replace  him.  Hence  towards  the  end  of  May,  I  was 
sent  to  Bangkok  ,  ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of 
making  arrangements  for  the  Bangkok  Conference 
but  in  reality  to  get  me  away  from  the  centre  of 
activity  at  Singapore.  Two  officers  accompanied  me, 
Major  M,  S.  Dhillon  and  Captain  S.  M.  Hussain, 
and  I  did  this  work  of  preparing  for  the  Bangkok 
Conference  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Bangkok  Conference ,  June  1 942 

Before  this  conference  started,  Colonel 
Iwakuro  had  replaced  Major  Fujiwara  as  the  head 
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of  the  Japanese  Liaison  Group  to  our  movement 
to  give  it  more  importance.  He  had  an  Adviser, 
Mr.  Sanda,  who  had  spent  many  years  in  India  as 
a  successful  businessman.  This  conference  was 
held  from  15  to  23  June.  More  than  150  Indian 
delegates  hailing  from  Malaya,  Singapore,  Burma, 
Java  ,  Borneo,  Manila,  Thailand,  Hong  Kong  , 
Shanghai,  Mandhuria  and  the  then  French 
Indo  -  China  attended  this  conference.  In  spite  of 
the  fact  that  most  of  these  delegates  were 
hand  -  picked  by  the  Japanese,  there  were  a  good 
number  of  intelligent  and  responsible  persons 
among  them.  Shri  Rash  Behari  Bose  presided. 
From  the  Army  side,  Mohan  Singh  and  I  addressed 
the  gathering.  Amongst  the  civilians  to  do  so  were 
K.  P.  K.  Menon  and  N.  Raghavan,  who  were  also 
present  at  the  earlier  Tokyo  Conference.  The 
resolutions  of  the  Tokyo  conference  were 
confirmed.  I.  I.  L.  was  to  lead  the  movement  under 
the  presidentship  of  Rash  Behari  Bose  and  all 
Indians  and  their  properties  were  to  come  under 
its  jurisdiction.  To  protect  the  large  Indian 
community  in  the  Far  -  East  numbering  nearly  2 
millions  against  unfair  treatment  had  always  been 
one  of  the  main  aims  of  the  movement  as  also  the 
welfare  of  the  Indian  prisoners  of  war,  including 
even  those  who  did  not  join  the  movement. 
Another  aim  had  been  to  ensure  that  the 
movement  and  all  Indians  in  the  area  came  under 
our  direct  and  independent  control.  These  aims, 
apart  from  our  major  objectives,  were  confirmed 
by  various  resolutions  passed  at  this  conference. 
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Among  the  important  resolutions  were  the 
following  : 

I.  This  conference  endorses  the  views  of 
the  Tokyo  Conference  held  in  March  1942,  that 
complete  Independence  of  India,  free  from  any 
foreign  control,  domination  or  interference  of 
any  nature,  shall  be  the  object  of  this 
movement. 

II.  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Indian 
National  Congress  is  the  only  political 
organisation  which  can  claim  to  represent  the 
real  interest  to  people  of  India  and  as  such  is 
acknowledged  the  only  body  representing 
India  ;  this  conference  is  of  the  opinion  the 
the  programme  and  plan  of  action  of  this 
movement  must  be  so  guided,  controlled  and 
directed  so  as  to  bring  them  in  line  with  the 
aims  and  intentions  of  the  Indian  National 
Congress. 

III.  That  the  1.  N.  A.  will  be  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  Indians  for  use  only  for  operations 
against  the  British  or  other  foreign  powers  in 
India  for  the  purpose  of  securing  and 
safeguarding  Indian  Independence. 

IV.  That  all  Indian  prisoners  of  war  and 
members  of  the  Indian  community 
numbering  over  2  millions  along  with  their 
properties  will  be  placed  directly  under  the 
control  of  the  I.  I.  L.  so  that  we  can  safeguard 
their  security  and  interests  and  thereby 
strengthen  our  movement  as  well. 
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V.  That  this  conference  while  recording 
its  grateful  appreciation  of  various 
pronouncements  made  by  General  Tojo,  the 
Premier  of  Japan,  expressing  the  preparedness 
of  the  Nipponese  Government  to  give  its 
unstinted  support  to  the  cause  of  Indian 
independence,  reiterates  the  resolution  of  the 
Tokyo  Conference  that  in  further  clarification 
of  its  attitude  towards  India,  the  imperial 
Government  of  Japan  be  good  enough  to  make 
a  final  declaration  to  the  effect  that  Japan 
stands  for  complete  Independence  of  India  free 
from  any  foreign  control  or  interference  of  a 
political  or  economic  nature  and  promises  to 
exercise  its  influence  to  ensure  this  aim. 

VI.  That  Shri  Subhas  Chandra  Bose  be 
invited  to  come  from  Europe  to  lead  this 
movement  and  give  it  due  high  status. 

All  readers  will  agree  that  these  were  just  and 
honourable  resolutions  appreciable  all  the  more 
when  it  is  realised  that  the  Japanese  having  just 
defeated  the  so-called  mighty  Allies  were  then 
dominating  the  scene  in  the  Far  -  East  and  we 
Indians  in  actual  practice  were  powerless.  This 
conference  also  formed  a  Council  of  Action  to 
control  and  guide  the  whole  movement  with  Rash 
Behari  Bose  as  its  President.  It  had  four 
members,  Major  General  Mohan  Singh  ,  and  Lt. 
Colonel  A.  Q.  Gilani ,  from  the  Army  side  and  K.  P. 
K.  Menon  and  N.  Raghavan  from  the  civil  side. 

The  Japanese  again  succeeded  in  not  only 
keeping  me  out  of  the  Council  of  Action  and 
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bringing  in  an  officer  junior  to  me  and  who  was 
not  much  involved  in  the  movement  either,  but 
also  sending  me  away  to  Rangoon  immediately 
after  this  conference  with  the  stated  object  of 
organising  the  forward  headquarters  of  the 
I.  N.  A.  there. 

At  this  stage  ,  I.  N.  A.  stood  organised  as 
follows  : 

First  Division  I.  N.  A. 

The  First  Division  of  the  Indian  National  Army 
with  a  total  strength  of  about  17,000  officers  and 
men  with  three  Brigades  and  supporting  units,  was 
organised  as  followes  : 

1)  Commander  :  Major  General  Mohan  Singh 

2)  Second  -  in  -  Command  and  Chief  Adviser  : 

Colonel  Naranjan  Singh  Gill 

3)  Gandhi  Brigade  :  Commanded  by  Lt.  Col.  I.  K. 

Kiani 

4)  Nehru  Brigade  :  Commanded  by  Lt.  Col.  Aziz 

Ahmed  Khan 

5)  Azad  Brigade  :  Commanded  by  Lt.  Col. 

Prakash  Chand. 

(  Each  Brigade  was  to  be  3,000  strong  ) 

6)  No.  1  Hind  Field  Force  :  Commanded  by  Lt. 

Col.  J.  K.  Bhonsle 

7)  A  number  of  supporting  units,  commanded  by 
Hindu  Muslim  and  Sikh  officers,  one  of  them 
being  Shah  Nawaz  Khan,  later  to  be  I.  N.  A.  trial 
hero. 
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It  may  be  noted  that  our  Muslim  colleagues 
played  full  part  in  organising  the  I.  N.  A.  One  of 
the  main  features  of  the  I.  N.  A.  was  our  outlook  of 
total  secularism.  This  division  was  more  or  less 
ready  to  proceed  forward  to  Burma  by  October 
1942,  and  we  were  ready  to  raise  more  divisions 
lor  which  plans  had  already  been  submitted  to  the 
Japanese  High  Command.  But  this  vital  move 
forward  towards  India  was,  very  much 
unfortunately,  not  to  take  place  then  with  highly 
unfortunate  consequences  as  this  story  will  relate 
in  due  course. 

My  move  to  Rangoon  and  stay  there 
( July  -  November ) 

I  arrived  at  Rangoon  in  early  July  1942. 
Accompanying  me  were  Major  M.  S.  Dhillon  and 
Capt.  Tehal  Singh  and  R.  S.  Grewal.  We  were  given 
suitable  personal  facilities,  as  accommodation, 
food  ,  etc.  But  we  soon  found  to  our  great  shock 
that  instead  of  being  asked  to  organise  the 
forward  headquarters  of  the  I.  N.  A.  in 
anticipation  of  its  early  arrival  there,  I  was  asked 
to  organise  sabotage  parties  to  be  sent  to  India.  To 
add  insult  to  injury,  we  soon  found  that  a  number 
of  other  groups  of  civilian  Indians  were  being  asked 
to  do  the  same.  And  none  of  these  groups  were 
allowed  to  contact  each  other  -  all  working  directly 
under  the  Japanese.  I  was  thoroughly  shocked  and 
shaken  but  could  do  nothing  about  it.  I  was  being 
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kept  effectively  cut  off  from  Singapore  and  I  did 
not  know  what  was  happening  there.  So  there  was 
no  choice  but  to  mark  time.  M.  S.  Dhillon  was 
asked  to  go  forward  to  the  Indian  frontier  with  a 
small  team  and  to  wait  there  for  further 
instructions  before  entering  India;  instructions 
that  will  be  sent  to  him  on  getting  information 
about  the  latest  situation  at  Singapore.  But  none 
came.  And  I  was  suddenly  asked  to  go  back  to 
Singapore. 

Deadlock  and  Dissolution  of  the  First 
I.  N.  A.  -  End  of  Phase  -  1 

I  returned  to  Singapore  in  the  latter  half  of 
November  1942,  to  find  the  situation  there  much 
worse  than  expected.  Mohan  Singh  who  had  all 
along  been  pro  -  Japanese  was  now  deeply  upset 
at  the  attitude  of  the  Japanese.  K.  P.  K.  Menon 
was  even  more  so.  The  members  of  the  Council  of 
Action  were  divided  in  to  three  groups  on  their 
attitude  towards  the  Japanese.  Mohan  Singh  and 
Menon  were  the  hard  -  liners,  Gilani  just  going 
along  with  them.  Reghavan  was  for  the  middle 
course.  Whereas  Rash  Behari  Bose  thought  there 
was  nothing  to  worry  and  we  should  go  ahead  in 
accordance  with  the  Japanese  plans.  To  this  day  I 
have  not  understood  why  the  Japanese  asked  me, 
whom  they  had  deliberately  kept  away  from 
Singapore  considering  me  the  most  anti  - 
Japanese  of  all  the  movement  leaders,  to  come 
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back  to  help  them  in  the  crisis  that  had  arisen. 
But  that  was  where  fate  came  into  make  me  play 
an  important  part  allotted  to  me.  Many  things  had 
upset  us  ever  since  the  surrender.  I  have 
mentioned  some  incidents  during  our  stay  at 
Tokyo  in  March  and  April.  We  were  now  not 
allowed  to  have  any  contact  with  about  1,000 
Indian  gunners  we  had  loaned  to  the  Japanese  for 
the  defence  of  Singapore,  as  if  they  did  not  belong 
to  us.  Many  Indian  civilians  were  being  ill  -  treated 
because  they  did  not  blindly  follow  the  Japanese 
wishes.  Their  properties  were  confiscated.  And  yet, 
from  the  very  beginning  one  of  the  aims  of  the 
movement  had  been  to  safeguard  the  interests  of 
the  Indian  community  in  the  area.  A  dumber  of 
them  were  being  forcibly  used  for  labour  and 
construction  work. 

But  the  overriding  reason  for  the  developing 
crisis  was  the  non  -  acceptance  of  our  repeated 
requests  that  the  Bangkok  resolutions  be  officially 
and  openly  accepted,  so  that  the  world  could  know 
that  Japan  stood  for  India’s  Independence  ;  so  that 
our  movement  and  the  L  N.  A.  was  internationally 
known.  And  what  was  worse,  we  got  to  know  the 
contents  of  a  letter  Col.  Iwakuru  had  sent  to  Rash 
Behari  Bose  only  many  months  after  it  had  been 
actually  issued,  during  which  period  it  was  kept 
secret,  even  from  the  other  members  of  the 
Council  of  Action,  here  is  the  letter. 
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122,  Wireless  Road,  Bangkok 

July  10,  1942. 

Mr.  Rash  Beliari  Bose, 

Chairman, 

The  Indian  Independence  League, 

Bangkok  ,  Thailand. 

Dear  Mr.  Chairman, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  the 
Imperial  Japanese  Government  is  determined  to 
extend  its  whole  -  hearted  and  unstinted  support, 
as  evidenced  by  the  repeated  statements  made  by 
Premier  Tojo,  and  also  in  his  recent  message  of 
felicitations  to  the  Bangkok  Conference  in  regard 
to  the  request  dated  22nd  June,  1942  from  the 
Indian  Independence  League  to  the  Imperial 
Japanese  Government  with  the  object  of  attaining 
complete  Independence  for  India  by  supporting  the 
Independence  Movement  in  Indian  and  removing 
Anglo  -  American  influence. 

The  Imperial  Japanese  Government  agrees 
with  your  view  to  keep  the  resolutions  of  the 
Bangkok  conference  secret  and  it  is  also  the  wish 
of  the  Imperial  Japanese  Government  that  this 
reply  will  be  kept  under  strict  secrecy. 

Respectfully  Yours. 
Colonel  B.  Iwakuru, 
Head  of  the  Iwakuru  Kikan, 

The  Imperial  Japaness  Army. 

We  were  shocked  not  only  at  the  attitude  of 
Rash  Behari  Bose,  but  much  more  by  the  attitude 


STORY  OF  THE  INDIAN  NATIONAL  ARMY-  FIRST  PHASE  I  1942  43 


of  the  Japanese  that  this  letter  conveyed.  Even 
then  Mohan  Singh  and  Menon  tried  to  reason  with 
the  Japanese  that  without  official  and  open 
acceptance  of  the  Bangkok  resolutions  we  could 
hardly  muster  the  support  of  Indians  in  India  and 
aboard.  In  this  connection,  they  met  Colonel 
Iwakuru  on  1  -  12  -  1942,  but  drew  no  response. 
In  the  next  two  days  Iwakuru  twice  sent  for  me 
and  both  threatened  and  tempted  me  (  with  high 
posts  when  we  reached  India  )  urging  me  to 
co  -  operate  with  the  Japanese  plans. 

I  frankly  confess  that  had  I  known  what  was 
going  to  happen  to  me,  I  might  well  have 
compromised.  But,  how  could  I  escape  the  part 
fate  or  the  Divine  had  allotted  to  me.  So,  each  time 
I  replied  that  I  agreed  with  my  colleagues  that  the 
Bangkokm  resolutions  should  be  officially  accepted 
and  implemented  before  we  could  go  on.  The  die 
was  cast.  Anticipating  the  worst,  Mohan  Singh  had 
wisely  consulted  his  military  colleagues  and  got 
their  support  for  future  non  -  cooperation  with  the 
Japanese  until  our  straightforward  requests  were 
met.  He  had  even  made  arrangements  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  I.  N.  A.  Mohan  Singh  ,  Menon 
and  their  colleagues  must  be  given  full  credit  for 
taking  up  this  honourable  stand  against  heavy 
odds.  After  all,  at  that  stage  we  were  a  few 
unknowns,  who  could  just  be  thrown  into  the  sea 
if  the  Japanese  so  wished.  The  Japanese  Military 
was  on  the  top  of  the  world  then  having  just 
defeated  the  so  called  mighty  Allies. 
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Possible  Reasons  for  the  Japanese  Attitude 

Some  quarters  have  held  that  the  original 
intention  of  the  Japanese  had  been  to  proceed  to 
Australia  to  exploit  its  vast  resources.  The  easy 
victory  against  the  Britishi  in  Malaya  and  Burma 
and  a  stiffer  resistance  then  expected  against  their 
advance  towards  Australia  caused  some  changes 
in  their  plans.  It  must  be  also  noted  that  the 
Germen  -  Japanese  relations  were  one  of 
convenience  ,  not  of  any  conviction.  When  we  were 
at  Bangkok  the  Japanese  made  it  clear  that  they 
did  not  want  us  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
German  Embassy  there.  After  all  ,  Hitler  could 
hardly  have  liked  Japan  defeating  the  white  races. 
In  any  case  ,  Japan's  main  aim  was  to  have  the 
Far  -  East  as  its  sphere  of  influence,  as  envisaged 
by  their  slogan  and  support  to  the  scheme  of 
"  Greater  East  Asia  Co  -  Prosperity  Sphere  ".  So 
they  may  well  have  hoped  for  peace  with  the 
British,  then  engaged  in  a  life-and-death  struggle 
in  Europe,  as  long  as  Far  -  East,  including  China, 
was  left  to  them.  And  they  may  also  have  hoped  to 
join  hands  with  the  Allies,  in  early  1942  ,  to  defeat 
Communist  Russia,  further  safeguarding  their 
interests  in  their  area.  So  why  antagonise  the 
British  by  declaring  that  they  stood  for  India's 
independence.  Thus,  the  interest  of  our  movement 
and  of  India  were  of  secondary  importance  to  them. 
So  the  Bangkok  resolutions  were  to  be  kept 
secret,  to  be  used  entirely  in  their  interests.  Hence. 
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there  was  no  choice  for  us  but  to  stand  up 
otherwise  history  would  have  recorded  us  as  tools 
and  scapegoats.  As  it  turned  out,  the  Japanese 
themselves  left  us  no  choice.  They  had  decided  to 
strike  and  teach  us  a  lesson.  And  I  was  to  be  their 
first  target.  So  I  was  arrested  in  the  early  hours  of 
8  -  12  -  1942  as  explained  in  the  Introduction  to 
this  story.  Moham  Singh  and  his  colleagues  now 
made  my  release  also  a  condition  for  further 
co  -  operation.  Fearing  worse,  Mohan  Singh 
dissolved  the  I.  N.  A.  on  21-  12-  1942.  He  himself 
was  arrested  on  29  December.  The  whole 
movement  came  to  a  standstill.  Thus  ended  the 
story  of  the  first  Indian  National  Army  or  rather 
the  first  phase  of  other  I.  N.  A. 

Little  did  the  Japanese  realize  then,  that  the 
delay  in  pushing  forward  to  Burma  and  India  was 
to  cause  a  disaster  to  them  later.  Here  is  what 
Major  Fujiwara  ( later  Lt.  General )  himself  says  in 
his  introduction  to  Mohan  Singh's  book  "  a 
Soldier's  Contribution  to  Indian  Independence  " 
commenting  about  the  final  Japanese  defeat  : 

"  The  disastrous  results  were  mainly  caused 
by  a  number  of  miscalculations  and  erroneous 
strategies  on  the  paid  of  the  Japanese  Army,  the 
biggest  of  all  was  the  loss  of  the  golden 
opportunity  to  commence  operations  in  Burma 
between  autumn  of  1942  and  autumn  of 
1943, when  one  could  take  full  advantage  of 
India's  incomplete  defence  structure  and  political 
commotion.  Owing  to  the  vacillations  and 
indecisions  of  the  Japanese  General 
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Headquarters,  the  die  was  not  cast  for  the  zero 
hour  until  the  last.  It  was  too  late  then,  "  Again,  in 
the  same  introduction  Fujiwara  says  :  "  Still 
another  cause  of  the  unfortunate  imbroglio  was 
the  late  appearance  of  Netaji  in  South  -  East  Asia. 
From  the  very  beginning  of  my  contacts  with  the 
Indian  leaders,  I  found  it  their  unanimous  wish  to 
regroup  themselves  under  the  command  of  great 
Subhas  Chandra  Bose.  But  in  spite  of  repeated 
appeals  on  their  behalf  to  the  Japanese  General 
Headquarters  ,  it  took  20  long  months  to  realize 
this.  "  Again  he  writes  that  what  dismayed  him 
most  was  the  lack  of  understanding  by  the 
Japanese  Government  and  leaders  regarding;  the 
aspirations,  culture  and  tradition  of  the  Indian 
community  in  the  area. 

What  better  evidence  could  there  be 
regarding  the  then  unfortunate  Japanese  attitude 
towards  us  and  our  movement,  than  these 
admissions  of  Major  Fujiwara  (  late  Lt.  Genl.  ),  a 
senior  Japanese  officer,  intimately  connected  with 
out  movement  from  the  very  beginning  -  an 
attitude  that  left  us  no  choice  but  to  stand  up. 
this  stand  -  up  caused  heavy  sufferings  for  a  large 
number  of  us  ,  many  losing  their  lives  in  the 
process.  But  as  will  be  seen  later,  this  stand  clearly 
attained  its  main  objectives.  But  this  attitude  and 
delay  by  the  Japanese  to  go  forward  to  India  in 
1944  rather  then  1942  undoubtedly  prevented  us 
from  entering  our  country  and  raising  the  flag  of 
freedom  on  our  soil  as  we  had  hoped.  However, 
the  Divine  has  His  own  plans  to  bring  about  some 
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good  results  even  from  the  unfortunate  wars  about 
which  I  will  comment  in  the  second  phase  of  this 
story  of  the  I.  N.  A. 

First  I.  N.  A.  vis  -  a  -  vis  the  Second  I.  N.  A. 

Before  1  go  on  to  relate  the  story  of  the 
second  I.  N.  A.  I  have  to  state  that  the  two  I.  N.  As 
were  complementary,  in  fact  ,  two  phases  of  the 
same  story.  Without  the  first,  the  second  might 
not  have  been  possible.  And  without  the  second, 
the  first  might  not  have  achieved  much.  So  now  I 
go  on  to  record  the  second  phase  of  this 
movement  launched  in  the  cause  of  India's 
independence  in  the  Far  -  East,  its  first  phase 
lasting  from  15  -  2  -  42  to  2 1  -  12  -  42,  the  day  of 
the  dissolution  of  the  First  I.  N.  A.  ;  then  the 
arrival  of  that  great  personality,  Netaji,  at 
Singapore  on  2  -  7  -  1943  ;  then  its  glorious  effort 
under  his  leader  -  ship  till  the  end  of  the  War  on 
15  -  8  -  1945;  then  Netaji's  most  unfortunate  death 
in  a  plane  crash  at  Taipeh  on  18  -  8  -  1945;  then 
the  Red  Fort  Trials  (  November  -  December  1945  ) 
and  finally  ,  the  achievements  of  the  I.  N.  A. 


Chapter  V 


Story  of  the  Indian  National 
Army — Second  Phase  * 

1943 . 45 


As  already  mentioned,  I  was  arrested  in  the 
early  hours  of  8  December  1942.  Mohan  Singh  , 
thereafter  immediately  called  a  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  Action.  Finding  no  satisfaction,  Mohan 
Singh  ,  K.  P.  K.  Menon  and  Gilani  resigned  from 
the  Council,  the  same  evening.  In  accordance  with 
the  plans  of  the  Japanese,  Rash  Behari  Bose 
accepted  these  resignations  the  next  day.  The  same 
day,  9  December  ,  Mohan  Singh  called  a  meeting 
of  all  the  officers  of  the  I.  N.  A.  and  placed  all  the 
facts  before  them.  They  fully  supported  our 
actions.  Anticipating  worse  developments.  Mohan 
Singh  dissolved  the  I.  N.  A.  on  21  -  2  -  1942.  He 
himself  was  arrested  on  29  December.  Apart  from 
the  I.  N.  A.  soldiers,  a  large  number  of  civilians  in 
Malaya  headed  by  Bhai  Budh  Singh,  known  as 
the  Malayan  Gandhi,  also  stood  by  us.  But  in  the 
process  they  suffered  heavily.  Mohan  Singh,  K.  P. 
K.  Menon  and  myself  were  never  released 
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thereafter.  Over  4,000  I.  N.  A.  officers  and  soldiers 
were  sent  to  New  Guinea  and  nearby  islands  for 
hard  labour  work,  where  many  of  them  perished. 
But  such  sufferings  are,  perhaps,  a  part  of  all 
historic  movements.  The  Japanese  and  Rash 
Behari  Bose  now  found  it  very  difficult  to  carry  on 
with  the  movement.  They  used  both  temptations 
and  threats.  Temptations  through  promotions 
among  the  I.  N.  A.  officers  and  threats  that  others 
would  follow  the  fate  of  those  sent  to  the  New 
Guinea.  But  of  no  avail.  The  Japanese  now  clearly 
realized  that  without  Subhas  Chandra  Bose  there 
was  no  hope.  So  when  they  made  it  known  that 
they  would  manage  for  his  earliest  arrival  in  the 
east,  the  movement  was  saved  from  collapsing.  And 
this  was  just  as  well. 

Subhas  Chandra  Bose  in  Europe 

Subhas  Chandra  Bose  was  arrested  in  July, 
1940,  and  this  time  imprisoned  at  Calcutta.  His 
restless  mind  could  not  take  it  lying  down  and  keep 
languishing  in  prison  when  the  whole  of  Europe 
was  in  turmoil,  providing  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  him  to  work  for  Indian  independence  from 
abroad.  So,  in  the  quiet  of  the  jail  he  made  his 
plans.  He  went  into  a  fast  unto  death  in  the  last 
week  of  November.  Alarmed,  the  British 
authorities  released  him  in  the  first  week  of 
December.  Within  a  few  days  he  made  good  his 
escape  and  reached  Kabul  via  Peshawar,  disguised 
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as  a  Maulvi.  He  initially  wanted  to  proceed  to 
Russia.  But  ,  finding  no  response  from  that 
quarter,  he  got  an  Italian  passport  in  the  Italian 
name  of  Orlando  Massota  from  the  Italian 
Embassy  in  Kabul  and  reached  Berlin  via 
Samarkand  and  Moscow  in  the  last  week  of  March 
1941.  Many  stories  have  been  written  about  this 
daring  escape  which  caught  the  mighty  British  with 
their  pants  down,  so  as  to  say,  and  which  caused 
a  thrill  throughout  India.  Soon  after  his  arrival  at 
Berlin,  he  set  about  forming  a  movement  for  the 
cause  of  India's  independence  in  Europe  and 
organised  an  India  Centre  and  the  Indian  Legion. 
He  had  been  welcomed  both  in  Germany  and  Italy 
but  like  all  dictatorial  regimes  he  was  asked  to 
play  a  secondary  role  to  their  interests  which  he 
could  hardly  tolerate.  Nevertheless,  he  went  ahead 
awaiting  a  suitable  opportunity  for  greater  efforts. 
The  story  of  his  stay  and  work  in  Europe  is  briefly 
given  in  Appendix  '  B  ' 


Netaji's  Arrival  in  the  Far  -  East 

By  nearly  1943,  with  the  Russian  success  at 
Stalingrad  and  British  victory  at  El  Amein  in  North 
Africa  after  the  famous  battle  under  well  -  known 
Commanders,  British  General  Montogomery  and 
German  Field  Marshal  Rommel,  the  tide  of  war  in 
Europe  had  turned  against  the  Axis  Powers, 
leaving  little  scope  for  any  Indian  Independence 
Movement  in  that  area.  Whereas  Japan  had 
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reached  the  Indian  frontier  in  Burma  and  was  well 
poised  to  go  into  India.  With  poor  British  defence 
this  was  very  much  possible  then.  Netaji' s  place 
obviously  was  there.  And  due  to  developments  at 
Singapore  as  already  explained,  the  Japanese  were 
now  only  too  keen  to  invite  Netaji  to  come  to  the 
East.  The  Germans  readily  cooperated  with  this 
plan.  So  Netaji  accompanied  by  Abid  Hussain,  left 
Germany  in  the  first  week  of  February  1943. 
Travelling  by  a  German  submarine,  under  the 
name  of  Matsuda,  around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
into  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  he  successfully  transferred 
into  a  Japanese  submarine  about  400  miles  off 
Madagascar  by  a  rubber  dinghy  in  very  rough  seas, 
a  transfer  even  experienced  sailors  feared.  The 
Japanese  submarine  arrived  at  Saban  Island  in 
the  Northern  tip  of  Sumatra  on  6  -  5  -  1943.  There 
he  was  welcomed  on  behalf  of  the  Japanese 
Government  by  his  old  frined  Colonel  Yammamoto, 
whom  he  knew  well  as  Military  Attache  in  the 
Japanese  Embassy  in  Berlin.  It  was  indeed  a  risky 
journey.  After  a  few  days  rest,  they  flew  to  Tokyo, 
arriving  there  on  16  May.  The  official 
announcement  of  his  arrival  was  made  a  few  weeks 
later.  This  caused  a  thrill  amongst  the  Indians  in 
the  Far  -  East,  giving  new  life  to  the  I.  I.  L.,  the  I. 
N.  A.  and  our  movement. 

He  had  prolonged  talks  with  the  Japanese 
Premier  Tojo  and  other  leaders.  His  own  speeches, 
broadcasts  and  personality  impressed  the 
Japanese  who  publicly  promised  him  help.  The 
stage  was  now  set  for  the  next  vital  phase  of  the 
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I.  N.  A.  Rash  Behari  Bose  had  already  arrived  at 
Tokyo  and  offered  him  the  presidentship  of  the 
I.  I.  L. 

Netaji's  Arrival  at  Singapore 

Netaji  arrived  at  Singapore  on  2  July  1943 
and  was  given  a  tremendous  welcome.  On  4th  July, 
he  officially  took  charge  of  the  I.  I.  L.  at  a  function 
at  Cathay  Cinema  Hall.  A  welcome  message  from 
Premier  Tojo  was  read  first.  This  was  followed  by  a 
welcome  address  by  Rash  Behari  Bose,  who  was 
henceforth  to  become  Chief  Consultant  and 
Adviser  to  the  Movement.  J.  A.  Jhivy,  President  of 
the  Malayan  I.  I.  L.  welcomed  him  on  behalf  of  the 
civilians.  Lt.  Colonel  J.  K.  Bhonsle,  now  chief  of 
the  Military  Bureau,  did  so  on  behalf  of  the 
soldiers.  On  5  July,  Netaji  took  the  salute  of  the  I. 
N.  A.  and  addressed  the  gathering  in  the  following 
words: 

"  Today  is  the  proudest  day  of  my  life.  Today 
it  has  pleased  Providence  to  give  me  the  unique 
privilege  and  honour  of  announcing  to  the  whole 
world  that  India's  Army  of  Liberation  has  come 
into  being.  This  Army  has  now  been  drawn  up  in 
military  formation  on  the  battle  field  of  Singapore 
which  was  once  the  bulwark  of  the  British 
Empire.  This  is  not  only  the  Army  that  will 
emancipate  India  from  the  British  yoke,  it  is  also 
the  Army  that  will  hereafter  create  the  future 
National  Army  of  Free  India  ....  Comrades  !  .  .  . 
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let  your  battle  cry  be  -  '  To  Delhi  ,  To  Delhi  '!  How 
many  of  us  will  individually  survive  this  war  of 
Freedom  ,  I  do  not  know.  But,  I  do  know  this  ,  that 
we  shall  ultimately  win  and  our  task  will  not  end 
until  our  surviving  heroes  hold  the  victory  parade 
on  another  graveyard  of  the  British  Empire  -  the 
Lai  Kila,  or  Red  Fortress  of  ancient  Delhi. 

Next  day  he  reviewed  the  parade  of  the 
I.  N.  A.  along  with  Premier  Tojo,  both  addressing 
the  soldiers.  Netaji's  real  Task  had  now  begun. 

Supreme  Commander  of  I.  N.  A. 

Shortly  afterwards  Netaji  went  to  Rangoon  to 
meet  Dr.  Ba  Maw,  Head  of  the  Independent 
Government  of  Burma  to  establish  mutual 
co  -  operation  in  their  future  tasks.  He  then  set 
down  to  the  task  of  re-organising  and 
strengthening  the  I.  I.  L.  and  the  I.  N.  A.  according 
to  his  views  and  plans.  On  26  August  1943,  he 
officially  took  charge  of  the  I.  N.  A.  becoming  its 
Supreme  Commander  when  he  issued  the 
following  order  of  the  day: 

'  I  regard  myself  as  the  servant  of  38  crores  of 
my  countrymen  who  profess  different  religious 
faiths.  I  am  determined  to  discharge  my  duties  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  interests  of  these  38  crores 
may  be  safe  in  my  hands  and  every  single  Indian 
will  have  reason  to  put  complete  faith  in  me.  It  is 
only  on  the  basis  of  undiluted  nationalism  and  of 
perfect  justice  and  impartiality  that  India's  Army 
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of  Liberation  can  be  built  up.  .  .  .  When  we  stand, 
the  Azad  Hind  Fauj  has  to  be  like  a  wall  of 
granite;  when  we  march,  the  Azad  Hind  Fauj  has 
to  be  like  a  steamroller  ....  With  the  slogan 
Onward  to  Delhi'  on  your  lips  let  us  continue  to 
fight  till  the  National  Flag  flies  over  the  Viceroy's 
House  in  New  Delhi  and  the  Azad  Hind  Fauj  holds 
its  victory  parade  inside  the  ancient  Red  Fortress 
of  the  Indian  metropolis.  " 

Provisional  Government  of  Free  India 

On  21  -  10  -  1943,  Netaji  announced  the 
formation  of  the  Provisional  Government  of  Free 
India  ,  Arzi  Hakumat-e-Azad  Hind,  taking  the 
following  oath  : 

"  In  the  name  of  God  I  take  this  sacred  oath 
that  to  liberate  India  and  38  crores  of  my 
countrymen,  I  Subhas  Chandra  Bose,  will  continue 
the  sacred  war  of  freedom  till  the  last  breath  of  my 
life  [  as  he  indeed  did  ].  I  shall  always  remain 
servant  of  India  and  look  after  the  welfare  of  38 
crores  of  Indian  brethren  and  sisters.  This  shall 
be  for  me  my  highest  duty.  Even  after  winning 
freedom  I  will  always  be  prepared  to  shed  the  last 
drop  of  my  blood  for  the  preservation  of  Indian 
Freedom.  " 

The  members  of  his  Cabinet  took  the 
following  oath  : 

In  the  name  of  God,  I  take  this  holy  oath 
that  to  liberate  India  and  38  crores  of  my 
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countrymen  1  shall  be  absolutely  faithful  to  our 
leader,  Subhas  Chandra  Bose,  and  shall  be 
prepared  to  sacrifice  my  life  and  all  I  have  for  the 
cause.  " 

These  members  were  Capt.  :Laxmi 
Swaminathan,  Lt.  Col.  A.  C.  Chatterjee,  Mr.  S.  A. 
Ayer  ,  Lt.  Cols.  Aziz  Ahmed  Khan,  J.  K.  Bhonsle, 
N.  S.  Bhagat,  M.  Z.  Kiani,  Gulzara  Singh,  A. 
D.Logannathan,  Ehsan  Qadar,  Shah  Nawaz  Khan, 
D.  Raju  and  Messrs,  A.  M.  Sahay.  A  Jellapa,  Deb 
Nath  Das,  Karim  Ghani,  D.  M.  Khan,  J.  Jhivy  and 
Ishwar  Singh.  This  Government  was  recognised 
by  the  Axis  Powers  and  countries  under  their 
influence  as  Siam,  Burma,  Phillipines  in  the  East. 
And  it  immediately  declared  war  on  the  Allied 
Powers. 

One  of  the  earliest  steps  Netaji  took  was  to 
organise  the  Indian  woman  in  support  of  this 
movement.  A  training  camp  for  women  was  started 
at  Singapore.  The  women's  regiment,  Rani  of 
Jhansi  Regiment,  was  to  be  500  strong.  It  was 
commanded  by  Dr.  Laxmi  Swaminathan  who  was 
made  a  Captain,  later  to  become  Lt.  Col.  A 
remarkable  lady  by  any  standard. 

In  November  1943  ,  Netaji  flew  to  Tokyo  to 
attend  the  Greater  East  Asia  Co-Prosperity  Sphere 
Conference.  It  was  during  this  visit  the  Japanese 
announced  that  Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands 
would  be  handed  over  to  the  Provisional 
Government  of  Free  India.  Then  Netaji  visited 
Hongkong,  Shanghai,  Manila,  Java,  Sumatra, 
Borneo  and  other  places  in  pursuance  of  his 
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objectives.  At  Nanking  he  broadcast  an  appeal  to 
Marshal  Chiang  Kai  Shek  for  Chinese 
co-operation  and  changed  of  attitude  towards  the 
Japanese,  in  the  larger  interest  of  Asians,  that  was 
not  to  be.  In  the  last  week  of  December,  he  paid  a 
visit  to  Andaman  and  Nicobar  Islands  renaming 
them  as  Shahid  and  Swaraj  and  appointing  Major 
General  Logannathan  as  the  Chief  Administrator 
of  these  islands,  though  unfortunately  in  actual 
practice  he  was  given  little  authority.  The 
Japanese  controlled  the  island  as  they  wanted. 

Move  Forward 

Netaji  had  now  taken  over  the  I.  N.  A.  and  the 
I.  I.  L.,  formed  the  Provisional  Government  of  Free 
India,  declared  war  on  the  Allies,  visited  all  the 
centres  in  the  area  explaining  his  plans  and 
mobilising  the  members  of  the  Indian  community 
throughout  the  Far  -  East.  He  had  certainly 
captured  the  imagination  of  Indians  numbering 
nearly  2  millions.  Hopes  and  expectations  were 
high.  The  time  for  action  had  come.  So,  in 
January  1944  the  Headquarters  of  the  Provisional 
Government  of  Free  Indian  moved  forward  to 
Rangoon  in  anticipation  of  earliest  march  towards 
India. 

The  position  of  the  I.  N.  A.  at  that  time  was  as 
follows  : 

The  First  Division,  commanded  by  Lt.  Col.  M. 
Z.  Kiani  ( later  to  be  a  Major  General )  ,  consisting 
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of  about  10,000  troops,  was  fully  ready  to  move 
forward.  Its  three  brigades  were  commanded  by 
Lt.  Colonels  L  J.  Kiani,  Gulzara  Singh  and  Aziz 
Ahmed  Khan. 

The  Second  Division  ,  consisting  mostly  of 
civilian  recruits  under  the  command  of  Lt.  Col.  N. 
S.  Bhagat,  had  also  been  formed  by  December  , 
1943.  The  Third  Division  again  of  civilian  recruits 
was  in  the  process  of  being  formed  at  Singapore. 
Major  General  J.  K.  Bhonsle  was  the  Chief  of  staff. 
Meanwhile  ,  a  special  Brigade  known  as  Subhas 
Briagade  under  the  Command  of  Shah  Nawaz 
Khan  had  been  formed  from  selected  personnel  of 
the  First  Division. 

The  First  Division  started  arriving  in  Burma 
in  January  ,  1944  the  Subhas  Brigade  having 
already  arrived  there.  The  Second  Divison  followed 
in  March.  The  Third  remained  at  Singapore.  The 
troops  were  full  of  spirit  and  eager  to  fight  and 
enter  Indian.  But,  unfortunately,  that  was  not  to 
be. 

The  Japanese  again  followed  their  own  plans 
because  the  cause  of  India  remained  secondary  to 
them.  As  in  my  days  at  Rangoon  during  July  to 
November  1942  when  all  they  wanted  us  Indians 
to  do  was  to  carry  out  propaganda  and  sabotage 
tasks,  even  in  early  1944,  they  wanted  to  use  the 
I.  N.  A.  personnel  in  secondary  roles  in  support  of 
their  plans.  Thus,  the  I.  N.  A.  remained 
ill-  equipped.  Here  is  what  Major  General  Chaterjee 
says  about  this  aspect  in  his  book  "  Indian 
Struggle  for  Freedom 
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"  Notwithstanding  every  endeavour,  our 
forces,  when  they  reached  Burma,  had  no 
artillery  of  their  own  nor  any  mortars.  The 
machine  guns  were  only  medium  size  and 
deficient  of  belts  and  spare  parts  for  these  were 
not  available.  Our  Guerrilla  Regiment  had  no 
wireless  equipment  or  telephone.  Transport, 
pack  and  mechanical,  for  carrying  extra  arms 
and  ammunition  across  the  country  or  over 
the  hills,  was  not  available,  Medical  supplies 
were  short,  particularly  surgical  appliances, 
many  of  the  men  had  to  walk  bare  -  footed 
[  Imagine  this  happening  when  fighting 
battles  in  jungles  ]  because  of  shortage  of  boots 
in  Malaya  and  ,  therefore  ,  their  feet  have  badly 
sufferred. 

The  seriousness  of  this  aspect  was  not 
realized.  But  the  I.  N.  A.  went  into  the  battle  full  of 
spirit  and  hope.  Neither  was  it  realized  that  the 
situation  on  the  eastern  theatre  had  greatly 
changed  since  the  Japanese  conquered  Burma  in 
early  1942.  The  British  were  by  now  able  to 
prepare  positions  at  the  Indo  -  Burma  frontier,  not 
only  for  defence  but  also  for  an  offensive.  As 
already  mentioned  in  the  first  phase  of  this  story  , 
only  future  historians  will  be  able  to  record  the 
full  reasons  for  Japanese  delay  in  going  ahead  to 
India  from  mid  -  1942  till  early  1944,  a  near  two 
-  year  fatal  delay.  And  the  reasons  for  their 
decision  to  launch  an  attack  on  this  front  as  late 
as  in  1944  also  have  not  been  fully  recorded.  May 
be  their  plan  was  not  to  enter  India  so  much  but 
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to  cut  off  allies  support  to  China  of  Chiang  Kai 
Shek,  for  it  was  China  that  was  standing  in  the 
way  of  their  dominating  the  East.  This  perhaps 
explains  their  lack  of  any  real  interest  in  making 
the  I.  N.  A.  a  fighting  front  force.  And  their 
calculations  about  the  British  defences  in  this  area 
in  1944,  proved  totally  wrong,  at  fatal  cost  to  them. 
Here  is  what  a  writer  says  about  this  situation  : 

The  Japanese  were  now  reacting  to  events  and 
circumstances  rather  than  being  in  control  of  them 
as  was  the  case  in  1942,  " 

Arakan  and  Imphal  Campaigns 

This  is  a  general  story  of  the  I.  N.  A.  and  so  it 
is  not  necessary  to  go  into  the  details  of  the 
military  battles,  except  in  so  far  as  they  affected 
the  overall  results.  The  Japanese  started  their 
offensive  in  this  sector  in  February  1944  ,  with  a 
large  well  -  equipped  force  of  over  1,00,000  troops. 
Only  about  7,000  I.  N.  A.  personnel  were 
permitted  to  go  along.  And  even  about  these  troops 
Shah  Nawaz  Khan,  who  was  leading  the  Subhas 
Brigade  at  the  front  writes  as  follows  in  his  book 
My  Memories  of  I.  N.  A.  and  Netaji  :  "  The 
Japanese  were  not  giving  all  the  assistance  which 
they  could  and  should  have  given.  They  made  all 
sorts  of  vague  promises  that  the  I.  N.  A.  would  be 
supplied  with  everything  when  it  reached  the  front 
but  this,  of  course,  was  never  done. 
"  nevertheless,  the  personnel  of  Subhas  Brigade, 
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of  the  First  Division  and  to  some  extent  the 
Second  Division,  fought  bravely  against  heavy  odds 
and  adverse  circumstances,  suffering  heavy 
casualties.  Unfortunately,  the  campaign  was 
doomed  to  be  a  failure  from  the  very  beginning, 
for  the  reasons  already  given,  principally,  the 
delay  in  this  offensive  from  late  1942  to  early  1944, 
thereby  allowing  the  British  to  fully  prepare 
themselves  to  meet  the  situation.  Initially  ,  the 
Japanese  thought  they  would  get  into  India  in  no 
time  but  this  hope  soon  evaporated.  By  May,  the 
Japanese  forces  started  their  retreat.  Under  these 
adverse  circumstances,  a  number  of  I.  N.  A. 
personnel  deserted  and  went  over  to  the  British. 
But  most  of  them  fought  bravely,  many  being 
killed.  Here  is  what  Shah  Nawaz  Khan  says  about 
this  retreat ;  rather  a  long  quotation  but  worthy  of 
being  recorded  : 

"  The  men  made  fresh  tracks,  soon 
became  almost  knee  -  deep  of  mud,  into  which 
many  of  our  men  got  stuck  and  died  there.  At 
that  time  ,  there  wras  no  transport  of  any  type 
with  us.  Almost  every  man  was  suffering  from 
dysentry  and  malaria.  No  one  had  any  strength 
left  in  him  to  help  anyone  else.  It  was  a 
question  of  every  man  for  himself  and  devil 
take  the  hindmost.  In  that  retreat,  I  saw  men 
eating  horses  which  had  been  dead  four  days 
ago.  There  were  hundreds  of  dead  bodies  of 
Japanese  and  Indian  soldiers  lying  on  both 
sides  of  the  road.  .  .  .  Some  had  committed 
suicide  to  escape  capture  by  the  British.  .  .  . 
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During  this  retreat  ,  there  were  several 
instances  when  severe  clashes  took  place 
between  the  Japanese  and  our  men.  And  at 
Kundal  we  had  regular  machine  gun  battles. 
When  the  Haka  garrison  was  returning  to 
Kalewar,  the  Japanese  captured  one  of  our 
small  detachments  of  approximately  ten  men 
and  bayonetted  them  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning  as  enemy  spies,  after  tying  them  to 
the  trees.  Most  of  them  died  but  a  few  lived 
with  as  many  as  10  bayonet  wounds  to  tell 
the  ghastly  story.  ...  It  is  difficult  to  explain 
why  the  Japanese  acted  towards  the  I.  N.  A. 
men  in  such  a  manner.  The  only  explantion 
that  I  can  think  of  is  that  in  the  earlier  stages 
of  the  battle  they  were  too  sure  of  themselves 
and  of  capturing  Imphal.  It  is  quite  likely,  in 
fact  probable,  that  they  had  certain  designs 
on  India  and  they  were  afraid  of  allowing  I.  N. 
A.  to  be  too  powerful  and  one  day  turning 
round  and  fighting  the  Japanese  in  case  of 
their  betrayal.  " 

This  is  a  heart-rending  story  of  what  the  I.  N. 
A.  soldiers  had  to  face,  soldiers  of  the  Subhas 
Brigade,  soldiers  of  the  First  Divison  and  to  some 
extent  soldiers  of  the  Second  Division  as  well,  the 
Third  Division  having  remained  at  Singapore. 
Initially  ,  some  Indian  territory  was  captured  and 
Major  General  Chatterjee  appointed  the 
Administrator  of  the  occupied  territory.  But  it  was 
a  short  -  lived  dream.  The  rest  of  the  story  of  these 
campaigns  and  the  defeat  of  the  Japanese  can  be 
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stated  in  a  few  sentences.  As  already  stated,  the 
Japanese  offensive  started  in  February  and  retreat 
started  in  May.  The  suspension  of  the  campaign 
was  made  public  by  the  Japanese  on  26  July  1944. 
General  Tojo  resigned  as  Premier  the  same  day 
and  was  replaced  by  General  Koiso. 

Even  then  the  Japanese  and  along  with  them 
the  I.  N.  A.  held  on  in  Burma  for  almost  a  year 
against  tremendous  odds.  Prem  Sehgal  ,  one  of 
the  three  I.  N.  A.  heroes  of  the  Red  Fort  trials,  was 
forced  to  surrender  on  28  April  1945.  He  was 
brought  to  Delhi  on  20  May.  The  other  two  heroes, 
Shah  Nawaz  Khan  and  Gurbax  Singh  Dhillon 
surrendered  on  16  May  and  were  brought  to  Delhi 
on  14  June. 

In  spite  of  heavy  odds  Netaji  kept  the  flag 
flying.  In  October  1944,  he  flew  to  Tokyo  to  meet 
the  new  Japanese  Premier.  A  Japanese 
Ambassador,  Mr.  Hatchiya,  was  appointed  to  the 
Provisional  Government  of  Free  India.  During  this 
visit  ,  Netaji  met  Emperor  Hirohito.  General  Tojo 
Presented  him  with  a  Sword  of  Honour.  He 
returned  to  Rangoon  in  January  1945  to  face  the 
deteriorating  situation.  In  Europe,  Italy  had  fallen 
and  Germany  was  collapsing.  The  Japanese 
defeat  was  now  only  a  matter  of  time. 

Towards  the  end  of  April  1945,  Netaji  and  his 
party  consisting  of  some  Ministers,  some  I.  N.  A. 
officers  and  I.  I.  L.  leaders  together  with  the 
officers  of  the  Rani  of  Jhansi  Regt.  had  to  leave 
Rangoon  for  Bangkok  in  a  convoy,  leaving  Major 
General  Logannathan  with  about  5,000  I.  N.  A. 
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soldiers  who  had  managed  to  reach  Rangoon,  for 
surrender.  And  this  surrender  to  the  British  took 
place  in  early  May  1945.  Netaji  and  party 
managed  to  reach  Bangkok  in  the  second  week  of 
Ma}^  to  find  that  Germany  had  surrendered.  It  was 
all  over.  But  Netaji' s  spirit  still  kept  going  orders 
to  fight  for  every  yard  in  Malaya.  In  early  July  ,  he 
laid  the  foundation  -  stone  of  the  I.  N.  A.  Memorial 
at  Singapore,  inspecting  the  troops  of  the  Third  I. 
N.  A.  Division  there.  This  was  followed  by  a  tour  of 
Malaya.  A  remarkable  personality  at  his  best  in 
the  face  of  certain  defeat  ! 

End  of  the  War 

Events  now  moved  faster  than  expected.  The 
Japanese  could  still  have  prolonged  the  war  for 
many  months.  But,  on  6  and  8  August  came  the 
atom  bombs,  dropped  on  Hiroshima  and  Nigasaki. 
Russia  declared  war  on  Japan  immediately 
thereafter.  And  on  15  August  1945  Japan 
officially  surrendered. 

Yet  just  imagine  this  amazing  person  issuing 
the  special  order  of  the  day,  on  that  very  day,  15 
August  1945  : 

"  Comrades, 

In  our  struggle  for  the  Independence  of 
our  motherland  we  have  been  overwhelmed 
by  an  undreamt  of  crisis.  You  may  perhaps 
feel  that  you  have  failed  in  your  mission  to 
liberate  India.  But,  let  me  tell  you  that  this 
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failure  is  only  of  a  temporary  nature.  No  set 
back  and  no  defeat  can  undo  your  positive 
achievement  of  the  past.  [  How  true  it  was  to 
prove  soon  ]  Many  of  you  have  participated  in 
the  fight  along  the  Indo  -  Burma  frontier  and 
also  inside  India  and  have  gone  through 
hardship  and  suffering  of  every  sort.  Many  of 
your  comrades  have  laid  down  their  lives  on 
that  battlefield  and  have  become  the 
immortal  heroes  of  Azad  Hind.  This  glorious 
sacrifice  can  never  go  in  vain. 

"  Comrades,  in  this  dark  hour  I  call  upon 
you  to  conduct  yourselves  with  the  discipline, 
dignity  and  strength  befitting  a  truly 
Evolutionary  Army.  You  have  already  given 
proofs  of  your  valour  and  self-sacrifice  on  the 
field  of  battle.  It  is  now  your  duty  to 
demonstrate  your  undying  optimism  and 
unshakeable  will-power  in  this  hour  of 
temporary  defeat.  Knowing  you  as  I  do,  I  have 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  even  in  this  dire 
adversity  you  will  hold  your  heads  erect  and 
face  the  future  with  unending  hope  and 
confidence. 

Comrades,  1  feel  in  this  critical  hour 
rnirty  eight  crores  of  our  countrymen  at  home 
are  looking  at  us,  the  members  of  India's  Army 
of  Liberation.  Therefore,  remain  true  to  India 
and  do  not  for  a  moment  waver  in  your  faith 
in  India's  destiny.  The  roads  to  Delhi  are  many 
and  Delhi  still  remains  our  goal.  The 
sacrifices  of  your  immortal  comrades  and  of 
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yourselves  will  certainly  achieve  their 
fulfilment.  There  is  no  power  on  earth  that  can 
keep  India  enslaved.  India  shall  be  free  and 
before  long.  " 

My  Last  Two  Days  in  Singapore  Jail 

I  was  imprisoned  on  8  -  12  -  1942  in  a 
solitary  cell  in  Kemptai.  i.e.  Japanese  Secret 
Service,  jail  building.  In  April  1944,  realising  that 
I  may  not  survive  there,  I  was  transferred  to  Pearl 
Hill  jail,  also  at  Singapore.  But  instead  of  putting 
me  in  an  ordinary  prison  barrack  where  I  could 
live  and  work  with  other  prisoners,  I  was  put  in  a 
corner  cell  of  a  barrack  which  was  reserved  for 
the  Japanese  prisoners.  Early  in  the  morning  while 
still  dark,  I  used  to  be  taken  our  for  a  wash  and 
exercise  and  then  shut  up  till  the  next  morning, 
before  the  Japanese  prisoners  were  taken  out  for 
their  daily  work.  Thus,  here  I  faced  more  solitary 
life  than  in  the  Kemptai  cell.  However,  I  had  a  bed 
with  sheets,  a  chair  and  a  table  and  a  privy  pan 
and  better  food  which  used  to  be  passed  to  me 
through  a  small  opening  of  the  solid  wooden  door 
of  my  cell.  As  I  was  left  alone  all  the  day,  I  would 
often  put  the  table  on  the  bed  and  a  chair  -on  the 
table  to  look  out  through  the  ventilation  window. 
But,  usually  only  saw  Japanese  prisoners  doing 
their  work.  As  related  in  Appendix  '  A  '  through  an 
unbelievable  event  or  episode.  I  roughtly  knew 
what  was  happening  in  the  outside  world  and  what 
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month  it  was.  Sometime  in  the  middle  of  1945,  as 
I  guessed,  I  heard  the  noise  of  air  attack  and 
looking  through  the  ventilation  could  see 
Japanese  running  about.  I  sensed  something 
unusual  was  happening  .  how  could  I  guess  therein 
that  Japan  had  been  attacked  by  atom  bombs  and 
war  would  be  over  in  a  few  days.  And  to  my 
surprise  suddenly  I  started  getting  solid  food.  Then 
one  day  I  saw  the  Japanese  prisoners  packing  up 
and  going  out  of  that  barrack.  I  could  see  this 
through  the  small  opening  of  my  door.  They  did 
not  return.  That  was  a  terrible  night  I  spent  alone 
in  the  whole  barrack  not  knowing  what  had 
happened  or  what  was  going  to  happen  to  me.  Next 
day,  I  was  taken  out  to  a  room  at  the  jail  entrance. 
After  some  hours  I  was  brought  back  to  my  cell 
and  shut  up  without  any  word  of  any  sort  from 
the  Japanese  sentries.  I  thought  that  surely  this 
was  the  end  of  me.  Actually,  no  one  had  come  to 
take  me  over  that  day.  The  next  day,  some  one  did 
and  I  was  sent  to  a  prison  camp.  But  how  was  I  to 
know  this  then.  And  these  two  nights  were 
perhaps  the  worst  I  spent  mentally  during  33 
months  imprisonment  under  the  Japanese. 

Netaji's  Final  Journey 

Immediately  after  the  Japanese  surrender, 
Netaji  held  consultations  with  his  colleagues 
regarding  future  plans.  They  all  advised  him  that 
he  must  escape  and  not  be  captured  by  the 
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British.  His  life  was  too  valuable.  Netaji  agreed 
because  he  was  hoping  to  go  to  Russia  and  carry 
on  his  flight  from  there.  An  amazing  personality 
indeed  !  So,  he  left  Singapore  for  Bangkok  on  16 
August  accompanied  by  Col.  Habib-ur-Rahman, 
Major  Pritam  Singh  and  S.  A.  Aiyer.  At  Bangkok, 
Deb  Nath  Dass,  Col.  Gulzara  Singh  and  Major  Abid 
Hussain,  who  had  accompanied  Subhasji  in  a 
submarine  from  Germany  to  Java,  joined  the  party. 
The  Japanese  High  Command  was  against  his 
going  to  Russia.  And  here  was  their  official 
response  :  "  Mr.  Bose  should  know  better  than  to 
write  off  Japan  and  go  over  to  Russia  after  having 
received  whole  -  hearted  co  -  operation  and 
assistance  from  Japan.  "  But  some  senior  Japa¬ 
nese  officers  were  keen  to  help  him  to  escape  to 
Russia.  Unfortunately,  fate  was  to  intervene.  From 
Bangkok  Netaji  and  his  party  flew  to  Saigon  in 
two  planes  next  days.  Among  the  Japanese  ac¬ 
companying  them  were  General  Shideo,  the  head 
of  the  Hitakri  Kikan,  the  Japanese  Liaison  Group 
and  the  Japanese  ambassador  to  the  Provisional 
Azad  Hind  Government,  Mr.  Hachiya.  After  arrival 
at  Saigon  Netaji  was  told  that  a  plane  was  ready 
to  immediately  proceed  to  Darein  from  where  he 
had  the  best  hope  to  go  to  Russia.  But  only  one 
seat  was  available.  All  his  colleagues  again  advised 
him  not  to  miss  the  opportunity,  and  they  can  try 
to  join  him  later.  With  great  difficulty  another  seat 
was  found  in  the  plane  and  Col.  Habib-ur-Rahman 
was  selected  to  accompany  Netaji.  The  Plane  left 
Saigon  on  17  August.  That  night  they  all  halted  at 
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Toorane  (  Indo  -  China  ).  Next  day  they  flew  to 
Taipeh.  Here  they  heard  that  Port  Arthur  had  fallen 
to  the  Russians  and  they  must  lose  no  time  in 
order  to  reach  Darein  before  it  also  fell  to  the 
Russians,  if  Netaji  was  to  have  any  chance  to  get 
into  Russian  area.  So  ,  after  a  very  short  halt,  the 
plane  took  off.  Due  to  circumstances  and  the  de¬ 
sire  of  many  Japanese  to  get  away,  the  plane  was 
over  loaded.  Hence  after  a  short  ascent  when  the 
plane  was  hardly  a  hundred  feet  above  the  ground, 
there  was  a  loud  explosion  and  the  plane  crashed 
headlong  to  the  ground  catching  fire.  This  was  on 
18  August  1945. 

General  Shideo  and  another  Japanese  died 
on  the  spot.  Netaji  and  three  Japanese  died  in  the 
hospital.  Habib-ur-Rahman  and  some  Japanese 
survived.  Such  incidents  change  the  course  of 
history,  as  this  one  did.  Had  Netaji  survived  and 
returned  to  India,  history  of  post  -  Independence 
days  would  have  certainly  been  affected  and  for 
the  good  of  the  Nation.  According  to  Habib-ur- 
Rahman,  who  was  himself  injured,  a  few  minutes 
before  his  end  at  the  hospital,  where  he  had 
regained  consciousness  for  quite  some  time,  Netaji 
spoke  to  him  saying  : 

Habib,  I  feel  I  shall  die  soon.  I  have 
fought  for  India's  freedom  till  the  last.  Tell  my 
countrymen  India  will  be  free  before  long.  Long 
live  free  India.  " 

Worthy  prophetic  last  words  of  this  great 
person.  He  is  then  reported  to  have  said  :  "  I  want 
to  sleep.  "  And  shortly  afterwards,  this  historic 
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personality  went  to  his  final  sleep  -  18  August 
1945. 

Many  do  not  believe  in  this  crash.  But,  if  Netaji 
did  not  die,  it  is  impossible  to  believe  that  he  would 
remain  hidden  and  inactive.  How  can  such  a 
personality  act  as  such.  And  I  well  remember  the 
Taipeh  aerodrome,  when  in  March  1942,  we  flew 
to  Tokyo  and  halted  a  day  there.  This  aerodrome 
is  surrounded  by  hills  and  so  requires  special  skill 
on  the  part  of  the  pilots  to  clear  it.  I  clearly 
remember  that  when  we  cleard  it,  I  almost  felt  we 
were  hitting  the  rocks. 

As  the  circumstances  did  not  permit  his  body 
being  taken  to  Singapore,  to  the  war  memorial 
there,  he  was  cremated  at  Taipeh.  Later  his  ashes 
were  taken  to  Tokyo  and  enshrined  at  Reo  Koju 
Temple  with  due  honours  on  14  September  1945. 
Though  this  may  also  remain  a  matter  of 
speculation  in  some  quarters,  it  is  a  matter  of 
deepest  regret  that  Netaji  ended  his  worldly 
journey  at  such  a  young  age  of  48  years  when  there 
was  so  much  for  him  to  do,  even  though  he  had 
already  made  for  himself  a  distinguished  place  in 
our  Motherland's  history.  Thus  ended  the  second 
phase  of  the  Indian  National  Army  and  its 
immortal  leader  NETAJI  SUBHAS  CHANDRA 
BOSE. 

What  Netaji  thought  of  the  Axis  Powers  only 
he  could  have  written  about  it  had  his  life  journey 
not  ended  so  suddenly.  But,  surely,  he  must  have 
felt  deeply  grieved  at  the  lack  of  interest  all  the 
three  Axis  Powers,  Germany,  Italy  and  Japan 
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showed  towards  the  cause  of  attaining  earliest 
independence  for  India.  Mussolini  had  met  him 
several  months  after  his  arrival  in  Europe.  Hitler 
later  still.  No  wonder  he  uttered  the  following  words 
at  meeting  of  the  India  centre  :  "  I  am  not  an 
apologist  for  the  Axis  Powers.  I  need  no 
credentials  when  I  speak  to  my  people.  " 

The  Japanese  also  kept  the  cause  of  India 
very  much  secondary  to  their  own  interests  and 
plans,  little  knowing  that  this  would  cause  a 
disaster  to  them.  However,  this  great  personality 
had  to  do  his  best  in  accordance  with  the 
circumstances.  That  his  effort  succeeded  despite 
military  failure  is  now  a  matter  of  history.  His 
slogan  '  JAI  HIND  '  succeeded  much  earlier  than 
expected. 

Here  it  will  be  fair  to  mention  the  names  of  a 
number  of  personalities  who  contributed  their  very 
best  to  this  movement.  And  this  I  do  in  Appendix 
'  C  '.  But  it  will  simply  be  impossible  to  mention 
all  who  deserve  a  place  of  honour  in  this  story, 
more  so,  the  thousands  who  perished  in  the 
process.  So,  hereby,  I  pay  my  humble  tribute  and 
homage  to  them  who  will  remain  unknown  and 
unmentioned.  If  there  is  a  world  hereafter,  surely 
they  will  get  their  due. 


Chapter  VI 

Red  Fort  Trials 


A  number  of  I.  N.  A.  officers  and  soldiers 
captured  during  the  war  were  executed.  Many  more 
were  severely  punished.  About  10,000  were 
expatriated  from  Burma  between  May  and 
September  1945.  Another  7,000  were  brought  from 
Malaya  and  Bangkok  by  March  1946.  These  all 
belonged  to  the  Indian  Army.  Thousands  of 
civilians  who  had  joined  the  I.  N.  A.  just 
evaporated  back  to  their  homes  in  Malaya. 
Thailand,  Burma  and  elsewhere.  The  British  until 
then  had  kept  the  existence  of  I.  N.  A.  strictly 
secret,  a  military  secret  during  the  war.  Now  that 
could  no  longer  be  done.  So  its  existence  was 
officially  announced  along  with  the  I.  N.  A.  trials 
that  stated  in  November  1945.  Considering  the 
circumstances  prevailing  in  India  at  that  stage, 
this  news  broke  like  a  bombshell  among  the 
Indian  people.  Overnight  the  I.  N.  A.  became  the 
centre  of  attention  throughout  the  country. 

The  British  wanted  to  treat  us  as  traitors  and 
to  punish  us  accordingly.  But  the  political 
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situation  had  changed  not  only  in  India  but  also 
throughout  the  world.  Referring  to  the  story  of  the 
1.  N.  A.  Pr.  Jawaharlal  Nehru  had  said  as  early  as 
19.8.1945  : 

"  Now  a  very  large  number  of  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  I.  N.  A.  are  prisoners.  And  some 
of  them  have  been  executed.  At  any  time,  it 
would  have  been  wrong  to  treat  them  too 
harshly,  but  at  this  time,  when  it  is  being  said 
that  big  changes  are  impending  in  India,  it 
would  be  a  very  grave  mistake  leading  to 
far-reaching  consequences,  if  they  were  treated 
as  ordinary  rebels.  The  punishment  given  to 
them  will,  in  fact,  be  a  punishment  for  the 
whole  of  India,  and  a  deep  wound  will  remain 
in  millions  of  hearts.  " 

And  later  referring  to  the  trial  of  Shah  Nawaz 
Khan,  Prem  Sehgal,  and  Gurbux  Singh  Dhillon, 
Jawaharlal  Nehru  said  : 

"...  behind  the  law  there  was 
something  deeper  and  more  vital,  something 
that  stirred  the  subconscious  depth  of  the 
Indian  mind.  Those  three  officers  of  the  I.  N. 
A.  became  symbols  of  India  fighting  for  her 
Independence.  All  minor  issues  faded 
away  ....  The  trial  dramatised  the  old 
contest  :  England  versus  India.  It  became  a 
reality,  not  merely  a  question  of  law  or 
forensic  eloquence  but  rather  a  trial  of  strength 
between  the  will  of  the  Indian  people  and  the 
will  of  those  who  hold  power  in  India. 
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No  wonder  the  fate  and  future  of  the  I.  N.  A. 
personel  changed  overnight.  The  Indian  National 
Congress  formed  a  high  level  committee  of 
topmost  lawyer  headed  by  Shri  Bhulabhai  Desai 
to  defend  the  1.  N.  A.  persons  to  be  tried  ;  this 
panel  comprising  such  distinguished  persons  as 
Panditji  himself,  Sir  Tej  Bhadur  Sapru,  Dr.  Kaiiash 
Nath  Katju,  Mr.  Asaf  Ali  Bakshi,  Sir  Tek  Chand, 
Rai  Bahadur  Badri  das,  Kanwar  Sir  Dalip  Singh, 
Dr.  P.  K.  Sen  and  Mohd.  Shafi  Daud,  indicating 
clearly  that  the  whole  of  India  had  arisen  in  the 
cause  of  I.  N.  A.  Mahatma  Gandhi  himself  visited 
the  1.  N.  A.  prisoners. 

The  British  just  could  not  meet  the  new 
situation  that  had  arisen.  They  decided  to  drop  all 
trials  for  sedition  and  violation  of  the  oath,  else 
the  major  trial  would  have  been  that  of  myself,  as 
the  senior  -  most  Combatant  Officer  of  the  Indian 
Army  joining  the  I.  N,  A.  and  of  Mohan  Singh,  who 
initiated  the  1.  N.  A„  And  here  is  the  work  of 
destiny  again.  The  British  instead  of  picking  up 
any  cantonment  for  our  trials,  decided  to  hold  these 
court  martials  at  the  historic  Red  Fort,  a  centre  of 
Indian  History,  a  place  to  which  all  1.  N.  A. 
slogans  were  directed  as  "  Delhi  Chalo  "  and  the 
place  which  so  often  was  mentioned  in  Netaji's 
speeches,  as  Hying  the  flag  over  the  Viceroy  House 
at  Delhi  and  holding  of  Free  India's  first  parade  at 
the  Red  Fort.  The  selection  of  this  site  brought 
greater  fame  to  the  I.  N.  A.  and  more  easily 
galvanised  the  nation  towards  this  development. 
And  again  as  destiny  would  have  it,  they  picked 
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up  a  Muslim,  a  Hindu  and  a  Sikh  for  the  first  major 
trial,  thereby  assuring  that  the  whole  of  India  stood 
by  us. 

And  as  every  one  knows  Shah  Nawaz  Khan, 
Prem  Sehgal  and  Gurbux  Dhillon  were  tried  first. 
The  aim  now  was  not  so  much  to  prove  that  they 
broke  the  oath  but  that  they  committed  atrocities, 
so  that  they  may  lose  the  people's  sympathies,  and 
could  be  easily  punished.  But  even  this  strategy 
failed.  However  ,  in  order  to  hold  up  the  British 
prestige  they  were  cashiered  and  imprisoned.  But 
the  public  pressure  was  such  that  they  were  soon 
freed.  Though  some  more  trials  took  place  and 
punishments  awarded,  it  was  all  over.  Thanks  to 
the  magnificent  support  of  the  Indian  National 
Congress  and  the  people  of  India,  we  escaped 
certain  death  and  punishment.  And  we  shall 
always  be  greateful  for  the  same. 

The  British  categorised  all  I.  N.  A.  personnel 
into  three  groups  Black,  Grey  &  White.  Whites  were 
allowed  to  rejoin  the  Indian  Army,  Greys  were  to 
be  retired  from  the  army  with  their  then  dues  and 
pensions  paid  to  them.  Blacks  were  to  be  dismissed 
and  all  their  dues  confiscated.  I  myself  was  brought 
over  from  Singapore  in  October  1945,  imprisoned 
at  the  Red  Fort  till  April  1946,  categorised 
'  Black  ’  and  dismissed  from  the  Army.  Thus  came 
the  end  to  my  army  career,  which  had  started  in 
1925,  I  being  among  the  very  first  Indians  to  get 
the  King's  Commission. 


Chapter  VII 


Achievements  of  the  Indian 
National  Army 


Before  I  enumerate  the  achievements  of  the 
I.  N.  A.  it  is  relevant  to  touch  upon  the 
circumstances  that  existed  then.  The  Indian 
National  Congress  dominated  the  Indian  scene,  led, 
as  I  have  said  before,  by  a  set  of  leaders  rarely 
seen  in  history  in  that  number  in  one  country  and 
at  one  time.  The  influence  of  the  Indian  National 
Congress  prevailed  in  all  spheres,  even  amongst 
the  services  and  the  so  -  called  loyalists.  The  non 
-  violent  struggle  led  by  Mahatma  Gandhi  for 
attainment  of  all  good  objectives,  was  a  light  that 
mankind  has  to  accept  some  day  if  humanity  is  to 
survive.  Unfortunately,  that  stage  in  human 
history  has  not  arrived  yet.  So  violence  cannot  be 
discarded  for  the  achievement  of  just  aims.  Thus 
came  the  I.  N.  A.  as  a  logical  support  to  the  efforts 
of  the  people  of  India  to  achieve  Indian 
Independence. 

The  formation  of  the  I.  N.  A.  not  only  helped 
to  get  better  treatment  for  its  personnel  but  also 
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for  those  who  remained  prisoners  of  war.  Secondly, 
the  formation  of  the  I.  N.  A.  and  I.  I.  L.  assured 
better  treatment  and  security  for  the  nearly  2 
million  members  of  the  Indian  community 
residing  in  the  Far  -  East.  They  never  looked  back 
thereafter.  Thirdly,  our  movement  strengthened 
secularism.  Nobady  thought  in  terms  of  Hindus, 
Muslims  and  Sikhs,  as  evidenced  by  the 
prominent  part  played  in  the  I.  N.  A.  by  our 
Muslim  colleagues  ;  we  were  amongst  the  most 
disappointed  when  the  partition  of  the 
subcontinent  took  place  on  communal  lines. 

And  finally,  there  is  the  basic  achievement  of 
the  I.  N.  A.,  namely  its  contribution  towards 
hastening  the  dawn  of  independence.  As  I  have 
already  said  the  British  mainly  depended  upon  the 
Indian  Army  personnel  for  continuation  of  their 
rule  in  India.  Now  they  found  many  of  them 
fighting  against  them  in  the  cause  of  their 
country.  And  as  we  all  had  a  large  number  of 
relations  and  friends  in  the  Indian  Army,  it  could 
no  longer  remain  unaffected  by  our  actions.  Then 
came  the  Naval  Mutiny  at  Bombay  in  February 
1946,  a  direct  result  of  the  I.  N.  A.  trials.  The 
British  realized  that  they  could  not  longer  depend 
upon  the  Indian  Defence  Forces  as  their  main  base 
for  their  rule  in  India  and  decided  to  quit  India 
earlier  then  had  been  planned.  This  was  the  basic 
achievement  of  the  I.  N.  A.  before  which  all  our 
sufferings  take  a  secondary  place. 

It  is  well  put  by  an  Englishmen,  Hugh  Toye, 
in  his  book "  The  Springing  Tiger  -  Subhas  Chandra 
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Bose  Toye  was  amongst  the  first  British  officers 
to  reach  Singapore  after  the  war  and  amongst  the 
first  Englishmen  to  analyse  the  causes  of  the  rise 
of  the  I.  N.  A.  I  met  him  when  he  came  to  visit  my 
prison  barrack  at  Singapore  in  September  1943. 
He  says  : 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  Indian 
National  Army,  not  in  its  unhappy  career  on  the 
battlefield,  but  in  its  thundering  disintegration 
hastened  the  end  of  the  British  rule  in  India.  The 
agitation  which  surrounded  the  I.  N.  A.  trial  turned 
the  issue  of  independence  of  India  into  an  instant 
burning  question  once  more.  " 

And  as  another  writer  Dalip  Kumar  has 
said  :  "  Subhas's  suddenly  amplified  figure  added 
to  the  romance  of  the  1.  N.  A.  marching  and 
singing  to  1  Delhi  Chalo  '  galvanised  a  frustrated 
nation  out  of  its  torpor  and  substantially  damaged 
the  insulation  of  the  Indian  Army  from  the 
magnetic  currents  of  enthusiasm  for  immediate 
independence.  " 

Thus  as  stated  earlier,  the  British  cold  no 
longer  rely  on  the  Indian  Army  as  their  main  base 
of  power  in  India  and  wisely  and  gracefully 
hastened  their  departure  from  our  Motherland. 
This  was  the  basic  achievement  of  the  I.  N.  A.  in 
support  of  the  Indian  National  Congress  in  its  fight 
for  "  complete  independence  ",  a  slogan  this  great 
organisation  first  raised  on  the  banks  of  River  Ravi 
at  Lahore  at  its  annual  gathering  in  1929  ,  a 
gathering  which  incidentally  I  and  my  wife  attended 
as  spectators  shortly  after  our  marriage. 
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Three  cheers  for  the  Indian  national  congress 
and  its  great  leaders 

Three  cheers  for  the  Indian  national  army  and 
netaji  subhas  chandra  hose 

Three  cheers  for  the  people  of  India 


Jai  Hind 


Epilogue 


Readers  may  well  wonder  why  after  Netaji 
Subhas  Chandra  Bose  had  arrived  at  Singapore 
in  early  July  1943  ,  Mohan  Singh,  K.  P.  K.  Menon 
and  myself  and  some  others  were  not  released  to 
rejoin  and  strengthen  the  movement.  I  myself  was 
very  sore  about  this  aspect  until  Dr.  Raju, 
personal  physician  to  Netaji,  came  over  to  meet 
me  when  we  were  prisoners  in  the  Red  Fort,  Delhi, 
towards  the  end  of  1945.  He  told  me  that  Netaji 
very  much  wanted  me  to  be  near  him  but  the 
Japanese  had  made  it  a  point  of  their  prestige  that 
I  would  not  be  released.  So  Netaji  had  to  accept 
the  Japanese  wishes  in  the  larger  cause  of  the 
movement.  The  same  applied  to  Mohan  Singh  and 
Menon  and  others.  This  is  an  understandable 
attitude  generally  adopted  by  the  dictatorial 
powers.  A  minor  cause  may  have  been  the 
jealousy  of  the  now  some  senior  I.  N.  A.  officers, 
who  would  lose  the  top  positions  by  Mohan  Singh 
and  my  going  back  to  the  I.  N.  A.  ,  a  natural 
understandable  human  weakness.  As  the  saying 
goes,  all  this  is  in  the  game. 

I  have  commented  adversely  on  the  British 
and  the  Japanese  attitudes  in  this  story.  This 
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refers  to  the  Japanese  dictatorial  army  regime  in 
war  time  and  British  as  foreign  rulers  of  India. 
Otherwise  both  the  British  and  the  Japanese  ,  as 
individuals  and  peoples,  are  among  the  finest  in 
the  world. 

I  understand  that  this  story,  along  with  other 
selected  ones,  is  being  published  for  the  special 
benefit  of  our  youth.  I  shall  feel  proud  if  this  story 
gives  a  little  better  understanding  to  them  about 
the  days  of  our  fight  for  our  Motherland's 
freedom. 

Remember  dearest  youth,  ours  is  one  of  the 
largest  countries  in  the  world  and  the  second  most 
populated,  next  to  China.  We  have  the  manpower 
and  the  resources  to  continue  to  be  a  leading 
country  in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  the  onward 
march  of  civilization.  During  my  academic  days, 
Army  life  and  more  so  during  the  diplomatic 
career,  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  of  visiting  well 
over  forty  countries,  in  Africa,  Europe  and  America. 
I  am  convinced  that  given  due  direction,  guidance 
and  opportunities,  our  youth  is  second  to  none  in 
the  whole  wide  world.  So  dear  youth,  accept  the 
present  challenges  and  problems,  facing  our 
Nation  and  overcome  them  for  the  sake  of  our 
Motherland  which  as  I  have  already  said  is 
destined  to  have  a  leading  role  in  the  onward  march 
of  mankind.  And  in  this  process  please  do  not 
forget  the  paramount  importance  of  secularism, 
socialism  and  democracy  as  enshrined  in  our 
Constitution.  Of  course,  complete  unity  of  our 
Nation,  from  Kashmir  to  Cape  Comorin  and  from 
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Gujarat  to  Arunachal  Pradesh  comes  first. 
Diversity  is  inevitable  in  a  large  country  making 
unity  all  the  more  stronger.  So  please  go  ahead 
dearest  youth,  all  luck  and  success  to  you. 


Jai  Hind 


Appendix  A 

Jail  Life  From 
8.12.42  to  15.4.46 


As  already  stated,  I  was  arrested  in  the  early 
hours  of  8  December  1942,  at  Singapore  and  put 
in  a  special  jail  cell  of  the  Japanese  Military 
Secret  Police,  Kemptai.  I  have  described  the  first 
day  of  my  imprisonment  in  the  Introduction. 
Within  a  few  days  of  my  confinement  I  discovered 
that  whenever  the  sentries  came  down  into  the 
corridor  from  the  guardroom,  their  shadows 
preceded  them.  Thereafter  ,  I  could  walk  about  in 
my  cell  or  rest  in  any  position  I  liked,  provided  I 
kept  an  eye  on  the  corridor  and  sat  down  in  the 
prescribed  position  as  soon  as  I  saw  the  shadow. 
Soon  I  got  used  to  this  routine.  And  within  a  month, 
one  of  the  Chinese  in  the  opposite  large  cell  taught 
me  the  language  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  spoken 
with  fingers.  As  prisoners  were  leaving  and 
coming  into  that  cell  frequently,  I  could  now  get 
some  news  of  the  outside  world  from  the  newly 
arrived  prisoners.  Sometimes  the  sentry  would 
accept  my  request  to  switch  off  the  powerful  bulb 


APPENDIX 


83 


kept  on  day  and  night  and  I  would  heave  a  sigh  of 
relief. 

After  the  first  few  weeks,  suddenly  my  food 
started  coming  from  a  local  Punjabi  restaurant. 
And  often  the  sentries  allowed  the  restaurant  food 
carriers  to  deliver  the  food  direct  to  me.  They  were 
usually  Sikhs.  And  soon  they  started  giving  me 
news  by  wrapping  my  Chappaties  in  the 
newspapers.  So  when  I  read  about  the  arrival  of 
Netaji  Subhas  Chandra  Bose  at  Singapore  July 
1943,  I  felt  it  was  only  a  question  of  days  before  I 
was  out.  Finding  nothing  happening,  I  went  on  a 
two  week  hunger  strike  in  protest  against  my 
continued  imprisonment.  I  had  forgotten  that  this 
was  not  a  hunger  strike  against  the  British  in  peace 
time,  but  against  the  dictatorial  Japanese  Military 
Government,  during  a  war.  Result;  my  restaurant 
food  was  cut  off  and  so  also  the  news.  After  these 
two  weeks  I  again  started  getting  the  starvation 
food  given  to  all  prisoners,  namely  a  cup  full  of 
liquid  rice,  twice  daily. 

In  November  1943,  I  was  ,  for  the  first  time, 
taken  out  of  my  cell  into  the  daylight.  But  this 
was  for  the  purpose  of  being  taken  to  the 
interrogation  chamber.  My  treatment  there  was 
preplanned.  I  was  asked  to  confirm  that  I  was 
secretly  in  touch  with  the  British.  When  I  said  no, 
a  soldier  who  had  been  posted  nearby,  rushed  in 
and  started  beating  me  on  my  back  with  a  strong 
stick.  When  I  fell  down  bleeding,  I  was  led  back  to 
my  cell.  This  treatment  was  repeated  next  week. 
When  taken  out  for  the  third  time,  I  told  the 
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investigating  officer  that  if  he  wanted  to  know  if  I 
was  pro  -  British  vis-a-vis  the  Japanese,  my 
answer  is  yes.  For  the  rest  they  can  make  any  story 
they  want.  This  time  I  was  sent  back  to  the  cell 
without  being  beaten. 

Only  twice  during  those  days  I  had 
co-prisoners  in  my  cell.  Once  for  a  week  there  were 
so  many  that  one  could  hardly  move  about  and 
the  offensive  smell  from  the  latrine  made  sleep  very 
difficult.  On  another  occasion  an  old  Swede  was 
put  into  my  cell.  He  told  me  he  had  won  a  prize  in 
the  Olympic  Marathon  before  the  First  World  War. 
He  was  there  only  for  two  weeks.  What  happened 
to  him  thereafter  I  never  knew.  By  this  time  , 
because  of  starvation  ,  beriberi  had  set  into  my 
body.  And  when  in  that  very  weak  condition  I  was 
suddenly  transferred  to  the  middle  cell  on  the  left 
side  where  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  corridor  was 
a  blank  wall  and  I  could  not  see  even  prisoners  as 
I  did  in  the  first  cell,  my  spirit  got  the  worst  and  I 
tried  to  commit  suicide  with  a  piece  of  glass  I  found 
there.  The  roaming  sentry  saved  me  in  time  and 
rushed  in  to  beat  me  up.  At  the  same  time,  I  was 
transferred  to  the  large  cell  opposite  and  a  few  days 
later,  I  was  taken  out  to  be  examined  by  a  doctor 
for  the  first  time. 

Transferred  to  Pearl  Hill  Jail 

It  was  now  early  1944.  The  doctor  must  have 
reported  that  I  might  not  survive.  A  couple  of  weeks 
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after  his  visit  I  was  taken  out  and  transferred  to 
Pearl  Hill  jail,  Singapore.  But  as  luck  would  have 
it,  instead  of  being  transferred  to  the  normal  jail 
barrack,  where  after  nearly  a  year  and  quarter  of 
solitary  confinement,  I  would  have  loved  to  live 
and  work  with  other  prisoners,  mostly  Chinese  and 
Indians,  I  was  put  in  a  corner  cell  of  the  jail 
barrack  reserved  for  their  own  Japanese 
prisoners.  And  here  unlike  the  other  doors,  my 
door  was  of  solid  wood  with  a  narrow  opening  to 
pass  my  food  in.  Here  I  was  to  undergo  a  greater 
solitary  confinement,  but  there  were  some 
compensations.  There  was  a  bed  with  pillow  and 
sheets.  There  was  table  and  a  chair,  and  food  was 
better.  And  there  was  a  privy  pan.  During  my  one 
and  a  half  year  imprisonment  here  I  got  sweet 
dishes  about  six  times  on  special  days  as  the 
Japanese  Emperor's  birthday.  Here  my  daily 
routine  was  as  follows.  I  was  woken  up  early  in 
the  morning,  before  the  time  the  Japanese 
prisoners  were  to  wake,  and  taken  down  to  a  tap 
just  outside  the  barrack.  There  I  did  some 
exercise  and  had  a  bath  and  returned  to  my  cell 
while  still  dark  and  before  the  Japanese  prisoners 
got  out  of  their  cells  for  their  daily  work.  Then 
during  the  day  the  sentry  came  twice  to  pass  in 
my  food.  I  got  used  to  this  routine.  I  would  often 
put  the  chair  on  the  table  near  the  wall  and 
climbing  on  the  chair  watch  outside  activities 
through  the  ventilation  window  seeing  the 
Japanese  prisoners  doing  their  work.  And  here  is 
an  unbelievable  episode  indeed.  The  Japanese  had 
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made  it  a  routine  that  the  privy  pans  of  the 
Japanese  prisoners  in  my  barrack  were  to  be 
cleaned  daily  by  the  British  and  the  Americans, 
who  had  been  brought  from  the  prisoners  of  war 
camps  to  this  prison  for  some  indiscipline.  I  used 
to  hear  their  noise  and  that  of  the  sentries'  feet 
and  of  the  privy  pans  they  carried  daily  as  they 
took  them  away  and  brought  them  back  after 
cleaning  them,  including  mine  which  I  had  been 
instructed  to  put  outside  my  door  when  I  went  out 
in  the  early  morning.  One  day  to  my  utter 
astonishment  the  British  prisoner  carrying  my  pan 
while  putting  it  down  outside  my  door  suddenly 
said,  "  How  are  you  Naranjan  ?"  I  was  stunned. 
Who  could  address  me  here  by  my  first  name  ? 
Next  day  I  was  ready.  As  he  put  down  my  pan,  I 
lifted  my  small  door  opening  and  saw  Phil  Parker, 
my  colleague  on  the  staff  of  the  11th  Indian 

i 

Division.  Thereafter,  believe  it  or  not,  he  used  to 
pass  on  small  notes,  fixed  in  my  privy  pan,  giving 
me  outside  information.,  passing  on  a  pencil  too. 
And  I  would  pass  on  notes  to  him  asking  for 
outside  information.  This  went  on  for  several  weeks 
as  sentries  used  to  come  up  the  steps  of  my 
barrack  generally  overlooking  the  British  and 
American  prisoners  but  not  go  to  each  cell.  To 
encourage  me,  Parker  would  give  me  wrong 
information  that  the  war  in  Europe  was  over  and 
would  soon  be  over  here  as  well.  The  end  of  the 
episode  was  as  sudden  as  its  start.  One  day  I  heard 
the  usual  noise  of  footsteps  of  sentries  and 
British  prisonsers  and  thinking  Parker  was 
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bringing  my  pan,  I  pushed  out  a  note  for  him  to 
take.  Imagine  my  surprise  and  shock  when  I  saw 
a  Japanese  staring  into  my  face;  he  had  brought 
my  food.  Frankly,  I  went  pale  thinking  what  could 
now  happen  to  me  the  Parker  if  the  reality  was 
discovered.  As  he  left  1  swallowed  the  note  and  the 
small  pencil  Parker  had  given  to  me.  To  this  day  I 
do  not  know  why  nothing  happened.  But  I  had  a 
Gandhian  bite  of  conscience  and  refused  all 
further  efforts  of  Parker  to  keep  in  touch  with  me. 
But,  often  1  think  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  my 
coming  out  alive  from  there  may  have  been 
Parker's  report  back  to  the  British  as  to  where  I 
was  and  from  where  1  was  taken  away  to  a 
prisoners  of  war  Camp  at  the  end  of  the  war. 
Somehow  ,  I  kept  going,  adjusting  to  this  life. 
Imagine  spending  day  after  day  with  no  books,  no 
companion  and  nothing  to  do.  But,  there  it  was. 
Nor  did  I  know  what  month  or  date  it  was  except 
guess  work. 

Over  a  year  must  have  passed  in  my  new  cell 
when  I  started  hearing  what  sounded  like  air 
attacks,  with  Japanese  retaliatory  firing.  I  would 
get  up  on  my  chair  put  on  the  table  and  se  the 
outside.  I  was  surprised  when  I  saw  the  Japanese 
running  about  taking  cover.  Little  did  I  know  even 
then  that  the  war  was  ending.  But  for  some  days 
the  food  given  to  me  was  of  solid  rice  and  nice 
vegetables.  First  day  I  thought  it  had  been  brought 
to  me  by  mistake  and  hid  it  for  future  use.  But, 
when  the  same  food  was  brought  again  and  again, 
I  knew  something  had  happened.  Then  one 
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morning  I  saw  all  the  Japanese  prisoners  being 
taken  away. 

That  night  I  was  alone  in  the  whole  barrack. 
Next  day  I  was  taken  out  to  a  room  near  the  jail 
entrance.  But  sometime  later  I  was  brought  back 
to  my  cell  and  again  shut  up.  These  last  two  nights 
in  the  cell  were  perhaps  the  worst  I  had  spend 
during  my  33  months  imprisonment.  I  thought  this 
was  the  end  of  me.  Fortunately  the  reason  for  my 
shut  up  had  been  that  nobody  had  come  to  fetch 
me.  Next  day  two  Britishers  came  and  took  me 
out  to  a  camp.  I  heaved  a  sigh  of  relief,  but  not  for 
long.  This  was  towards  the  end  of  August  1945. 

For  the  first  time,  1  now  heard  of  the  atom 
bombs,  of  the  Japanese  surrender  and  that  the 
British  were  on  the  way  to  Singapore.  After  a  few 
days  the  same  Phil  Parker  came  over  to  where  I 
was  being  put  up,  expressed  his  regrets  that 
under  orders  from  the  higher  British  authorities, 
he  had  come  to  put  me  under  arrest  and  take  me 
to  a  special  jail  barrack  in  one  corner  of  Singapore 
island.  I  found  this  barrack  overcrowded  with  I.N.A. 
Officers  and  men  ,  with  no  proper  sanitary,  water 
or  food  arrangements. 

We  had  been  through  worse  conditions  and 
managed  somehow,  but  before  long  we  were  taken 
to  a  tented  camp  with  better  conditions.  The 
British  forces  had  now  arrived.  Among  them  was 
my  cousin,  Colonel  Harbhajan  Singh  Dhilon,  who 
after  making  frantic  efforts  to  locate  me,  had  at 
last  been  able  to  meet  me.  We  had  a  happy 
reunion.  And  from  his  telegram,  my  family  in 
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India  was  to  get  the  first  news  about  me  since  the 
surrender  of  Singapore  on  15  February  1942  and 
to  know  that  I  was  alive.  For  some  strange 
reasons,  I  was  sent  back  unescorted  by  anyone  to 
Madras  by  air  along  with  some  British  prisoners 
of  war.  And  from  there  to  Delhi  ,  1  travelled  alone 
by  air.  Nobody  met  me  at  the  Delhi  airport.  I  had 
to  make  my  own  arrangements  for  that  night  with 
some  old  friends.  Next  morning  1  went  to  the  Army 
headquarters,  where  they  were  shocked  to  see  me 
going  about  freely.  I  was  immediately  put  under 
arrest  and  taken  to  the  Red  Fort.  This  was 
towards  the  end  or  October  1945.  After  my 
interrogation  and  being  myself  categorised 
'  Black  1  ,  1  was  put  in  a  better  room.  I  was 
released  from  there  after  being  dismissed  from  the 
Army  in  April  1946. 
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Subhas  Chandra  Bose  in 
Europe  (  1941  -  43  ) 


As  already  related  in  the  main  story,  Subhas 
Chandra  Bose  planned  a  brilliant  escape  and  in 
this  process  left  Calcutta  in  disguise  as  a  Maulvi 
during  the  night  of  16/17  January  1941.  He 
reached  Kabul  via  Peshawar.  After  some  waiting 
there  with  the  help  of  friends,  eluding  the  British 
Intelligence,  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  passport 
from  the  Italian  Embassy  in  the  Italian  name  of 
Orlando  Massota  and  managed  to  reach  Berlin 
towards  the  end  of  March  1941.  His  objective  in 
making  this  daring  escape  was  to  organise  a 
movement  in  Europe  in  the  cause  of  Indian 
Independence  making  the  best  use  of  the 
circumstances  that  had  arisen  because  of  the 
war. 

Soon  after  arrival  in  Europe  he  met  both 
Ribbentrop  and  Ciano,  Foreign  Ministers  of 
Gemany  and  Italy  respectively.  He  wanted  to  get 
his  movement  going  straight  way.  His  plan  was  to 
form  an  India  Legion  from  the  Indian  prisoners  of 
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war  captured  in  North  Africa  and  Europe,  and  to 
form  a  free  India  Government.  Neither  Hitler  nor 
Mussolini  were  agreeable  to  this,  partly  because 
at  that  stage  they  did  not  want  to  antagonize  Rus¬ 
sia  which  considered  the  Indian  area  as  its  sphere 
of  influence  and  partly  because  they  thought  they 
could  only  encourage  such  a  movement  when  they 
were  nearer  to  India  and  when  they  had  captured 
Egypt  at  least.  They  were  more  keen  that  Subhasji 
started  with  propaganda  and  espionage  work. 
[  How  dictators  think  alike  on  such  matters!  This 
is  exactly  what  the  Japanese  initially  wanted  I.  N. 
A.  personnel  also  to  do,  though  they  were  already 
on  the  Indian  frontier.  ]  However,  Subhas  started 
his  work  hoping  to  receive  better  understanding 
and  appreciation  from  Germany  and  Italy  in  the 
near  future.  Two  eminent  Indian  civilians  in 
Europe,  N.  G.  Swami  and  Abid  Hussain  soon  joined 
him.  Some  Indian  prisoners  or  war  were  placed  at 
his  disposal. 

In  June  1941,  the  Axis  Powers  declared  war 
on  Russia.  This  was  to  change  the  entire  situation 
in  Europe.  Subhasji  now  formed  an  India  Centre 
whose  first  meeting  was  held  in  November  1941. 
An  Indian  Legion  was  also  formed  that  was  to  go 
forward  with  the  German  forces  into  India. 
Subhasji  became  Netaji.  The  greetings  Jai  Hind 
was  introduced.  A  well  known  Indian  journalist  in 
Europe,  A.  C.  N.  Nambiar  joined  Netaji  in  January 
1942  and  became  his  number  two.  However  ,  the 
attitude  of  the  Axis  Powers  towards  Netaji's  effort 
was  far  from  satisfactory.  The  Legionnaires 
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strength  had  risen  to  3,000,  divided  into  3 
battalions. but  the  officers  of  this  force  were  to  be 
Germans.  Words  of  command  were  in  German.  The 
oath  was  also  in  German,  worded  as  follows  : 

"  I  swear  by  God  this  holy  oath  that  I  will 
obey  the  leader  of  the  German  State  of  People,  Adolf 
Hitler,  the  commander  of  the  German  Armed 
Forces,  in  the  fight  for  freedom  of  India,  in  which 
fight  the  leader  is  Subhas  Chandra  Bose,  and  that, 
as  a  brave  soldier,  1  am  willing  to  lay  my  life  for 
this  oath.  "  Most  unfortunate,  but  there  was  no 
choice  at  that  stage.  Netaji  met  both  Mussolini  and 
later  Adolf  Hitler.  They  were  both  undoubtedly 
impressed  by  Netaji's  personality  but  dictators 
usually  fail  to  see  the  others  point  of  view  even 
though  this  may  have  adverse  effects  on  their  own 
plans  later.  Nevertheless.  Netaji  continued 
strengthening  the  India  Centre,  the  Indian  Legion 
and  the  Free  India  Broadcasting  Centre  awaiting 
for  a  suitable  opportunity  to  move  towards  India. 
Now  destiney  came  into  play  to  redirect  this 
movement.  The  German  defeat  at  Stalingrad  and 
A1  Amein  in  North  Africa,  changed  the  entire  War 
situation  in  that  area.  It  became  clear  that  there 
was  little  or  no  scope  for  the  Axis  Powers  reaching 
India,  thereby  making  it  impossible  for  a  free 
India  movement  succeeding  from  this  front,  though 
efforts  to  strengthen  the  various  Indian  bodies, 
already  formed,  continued.  But  in  the  East, 
Japan  had  reached  the  Indian  frontier  in  Burma. 
Besides,  there  were  a  much  greater  number  of 
Indian  prisoners  of  war  in  that  area,  from  whom 
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an  Indian  National  Army  hac}  already  been  raised. 
And  to  add  to  this  was  another  credit  point.  The 
number  of  the  Indians  in  the  Far  -  East  was  nearly 
2  million,  most  of  whom  were  likely  to  join  any 
movement  in  the  cause  of  their  motherland.  Netaji's 
place  now  was  in  the  East  :  Fortunately,  the 
attitude  of  the  Japanese  had  now  changed.  Instead 
of  avoiding  him,  circumstances  now  forced  them 
to  welcome  him.  So  to  Singapore  he  came  in  July 
1943.  The  movement  in  Europe  carried  on  for  some 
time  under  A.  C.  N.  Nambiar.  But  with  the  war 
going  against  Germany  and  Italy,  it  soon 
disintegrated.  Let  me  conclude  this  Appendix  with 
a  quotation  from  Hugh  Joye's  book,  "  The 
Springing  Tiger  ",  wherein  he  disclosed  the  impact 
on  the  Indian  people  of  the  official  announcement 
by  the  British  about  the  existence  of  the  I.  N.  A.  , 
which  during  the  war  had  been  kept  a  miltary 
secret.  But  now  groups  of  1.  N.  A.  were  being  seen 
all  over  the  country  : 

"  At  the  same  time  batches  of  Indian 
Legionnaires  from  Germany,  unrepentent, 
truculent,  and  some  still  in  German  uniforms,  were 
seen  in  trains  and  at  stations  as  they  were  being 
taken  to  various  camps  or  regimental  centres.  " 
So  the  movement  in  Europe  also  had  some 
impact.  And  there  are  a  number  of  Soldiers  still 
living  with  us  today  who  formed  the  Indian  Legion 
in  Europe. 
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Some  Personalities  of  the 
Indian  Independence  League 
and  the  Indian  National  Army 


Netaji  Subhas  Chandra  Bose,  of  course,  was 
a  class  apart  and  loomed  large  over  the  entire 
movement.  Then  there  were  a  special  set  of 
leaders  headed  by  Mohan  Singh  from  the  military 
side  and  by  Raja  Mahendra  Pratap  and  Rash 
Behari  Bose,  both  well-Known  revolutionaries,  K. 
P.  K.  Menon,  Bhai  Budh  Singh,  M.  Raghavan, 
Anand  Mohan  Sahay  and  their  colleagues  from  the 
civil  side. 

Menon  later  became  the  Chief  Editor  of  the 
Mathrubhumi  and  became  known  as  the  grand 
old  man  of  Kerala.  Raghavan  was  a  successful 
ambassador  to  many  nations.  Bhai  Budh  Singh 
later  came  back  to  his  native  village  Butala  in 
Amritsar  district  and  Sahay  to  his  home  in  Bihar. 
Then  there  was  that  group  of  leading  soldiers, 
headed  by  Shah  Nawaz,  Sehgal  and  Dhillon,  who 
fought  so  well  in  spite  of  adverse  circumstances. 
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Supporting  them  were  a  number  of  officers  as 
Lt.  Colonels  Bishan  Singh,  I.  S.  Misra,  Thakur 
Singh,  Mehboob  Ahmed  and  S.  K.  Malik  and 
Majors,  Rathuri,  Pritam  Singh,  Ram  Singh,  Padam 
Singh  and  so  forth.  And  then  there  were  that  fine 
set  of  Medical  Officers,  who  played  a  distinguished 
part  as  Major  Generals,  Chatterjee,  Logannathan 
and  Colonel  Raju,  Netaji's  personal  physician, 
later  Deptuy  Defence  Minister,  Government  of 
India.  And  ,  of  course,  Col.  Dr.  Lakshmi,  the 
Commander  of  the  Rani  of  Jhansi  Regiment, 
and  as  well  Major  General  J.  K.  Bhonsle,  the 
Chief  of  the  Military  Bureau  and  many 
others  whom  I  have  already  mentioned  in  the  main 
story. 

And  how  can  I  forget  those  whom  I 
occasionally  meet  even  now  and  hear  from  them 
their  stories  of  those  dangerous  days.  Among  them 
are  Colonels  Gulzara  Singh  and  Tehal  Singh  and 
juniors  as  Captains  Hardial  Singh  Bhullar,  Roshan 
Lai  Seth,  Fauja  Singh,  Hira  Singh,  Harnam  Singh, 
Gurdial  Singh,  Sohan  Singh  Bhullar,  Joginder 
Singh  as  well  as  Mehnga  Singh  and  Gurmukh 
Singh  of  the  German  India  Legion,  representing 
so  many  others  whom  I  am  unable  to  meet  these 
days.  Living  in  various  parts  of  India,  we  do  not 
exactly  know  who  are  still  going  strong  and  who 
have  ended  their  lives'  journies.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  through  these  names  a  tribute  is  paid  to  all 
who  took  part  in  this  glorious  campaign.  And  here 
my  memory  again  goes  back  to  March  1942,  when 
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one  of  the  two  planes  going  to  Tokyo  crashed, 
killing  Giani  Pritam  Singh,  Swami  Satynand  Puri, 
S.  K.  Aiyer  and  Mohd.  Akram  Khan,  the  first 
martyrs  of  our  movement. 


Jai  Hind 


The  book,  authored  by  Colonel  Naranjan 
Singh  Gill,  who  played  a  commanding  role  in 
the  I.N.A.  briefly  gives  a  first  hand  account  of 
the  various  phases  of  I.N.A.’s  significant 
participation  in  India’s  freedom  struggle. 
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